1933 – James Joseph Brown, Jr is born in a wooden shack in Barnwell, South Carolina.

1938 – Brown’s family moves to Augusta, Georgia, at first living in a brothel run by one of his aunts.

1941 – Earns small change by singing and dancing in the street.

1945 - Forms his first group, the Cremona trio. Soon learns to play piano, guitar and harmonica while also training for a career as a boxer.

1949 – Convicted of stealing clothes from cars and sent to juvenile detention in Toccoa, Georgia, where he forms a gospel quartet with three cellmates.

1952 – Paroled from prison. Moves in with the family of his new friend, singer and songwriter Bobby Byrd.

1953 – Marries his first wife, Velma Warren.

1954 – Joins Byrd’s R&B band, the Avons. The next year they become the Flames and then the Famous Flames. Brown’s first son, Teddy, is born.

1956 – The Famous Flames sign to King Records and score their first hit with Please, Please, Please. To his bandmates’ annoyance, it is credited to James Brown and the Famous Flames.

1957 – The Famous Flames, including Byrd, walk out on Brown in a dispute over credits and royalties. He continues with a new line-up.

1958 – After many failed attempts, Brown scores his second hit with the ballad Try Me.

1959 – Reconciles with Byrd and performs at Harlem’s famous Apollo Theatre for the first time.

1960 – Has a string of R&B hits, including Think! and I’ll Go Crazy.

1962 – Has his first pop hit with Night Train. When his label refuses to fund a live album, Brown pays to record Live at the Apollo himself.

1963 – Live at the Apollo goes to number two and stays on the pop charts for over a year.

1964 – Plays the TAMI Show in October, eclipsing headliners the Rolling Stones.

1965 – Brown moves towards funk music with Papa’s Got a Brand New Bag, his first Grammy-winner. Cements his classic line-up, including drummers Clyde Stubblefield and John “Jabo” Starks, saxophonists Maceo Parker, Pee Wee Ellis and St Clair Pinckney, trombonist Fred Wesley, trumpeter Waymon Reed, guitarist Jimmy Nolen and bassist Bernard Odum.

1966 – Releases his signature songs I Got You (I Feel Good) and It’s a Man’s Man’s Man’s World. Tells kids to stay in school with Don’t Be a Drop-Out, his first single with a socially conscious message. He is invited to the White House to meet President Lyndon B Johnson.

1967 - Records Cold Sweat, the ground zero of funk. Buys his first radio station.

1968

April – Martin Luther King is assassinated. Just back from his first visit to Africa, Brown appears on TV to plead for calm. He is credited with averting a riot in Boston by agreeing to televise his concert there.

June - Performs to US troops in Vietnam

November - Endorses Vice President Hubert Humphrey in the presidential election.

1969

January - Plays at the White House for Richard Nixon’s inauguration.

February - Look Magazine features Brown on the cover with the headline “Is He The Most Important Black Man in America?” Sets up a trading-stamp company and a chain of fast-food restaurants.

August - Divorces Velma Warren.

1970

March – Brown’s band walks out over financial disputes although many of them will return. Brown immediately hires a new band, the JBs, including teenage brothers Bootsy and Catfish Collins on bass and guitar.

April - The JBs record their first song, Get Up (I Feel Like Being a) Sex Machine.

November - Brown marries his second wife, Deidre “Deedee” Jenkins.

December - During an African tour he meets Nigerian bandleader Fela Kuti and is made a “freeman” of Lagos.

1971

March – Falls out with the Collins brothers, who join George Clinton’s Parliament/Funkadelic crew.

July - Moves to Polydor Records and produces hits for band members including Bobby Byrd (I Know You Got Soul), Fred Wesley (Doing It to Death) and Lyn Collins (Think) on his own label People Records.
1972

June – Releases his There It Is album, which includes the anti-drug songs King Heroin and Public Enemy No. 1.

October – Brown is heckled and picketed by angry fans after he endorses President Nixon for re-election. The US government pursues him for unpaid taxes.

1973

February – Records the soundtracks for blaxploitation films Black Caesar and Slaughter’s Big Rip-Off.

June – Brown’s eldest son Teddy dies in a car crash. Brown becomes friend and mentor to one of Teddy’s friends, the teenage preacher and future politician Al Sharpton.

December - Records his best album, The Payback. Bills himself as The Godfather of Soul and The Minister of New New Super Heavy Funk.

1974 – Headlines a three-day festival in Kinshasa, Zaire to coincide with the Rumble in the Jungle boxing match between Muhammad Ali and George Foreman.

1975 – Loses band members Maceo Parker, Fred Wesley and Jabo Starks.

1976 – With disco on the rise, The Village Voice asks “Is James Brown Obsolete?” Get Up Offa That Thing is his last Top 10 R&B hit for a decade.

1979 – Separated from Deedee, in debt to Polydor, and losing his home and radio stations due to financial mismanagement, a despondent Brown considers quitting the music business.

1980 – Brown takes a cameo role as a Baptist minister in hit comedy The Blues Brothers. It helps introduce him to a new, mostly white audience. Leaves Polydor.

1981 – Renames the JBs the Soul Generals. Divorces Deedee. Is first rumoured to be smoking PCP, aka angel dust.

1983 – Jimmy Nolen, Brown’s loyal guitarist since 1965, dies of a heart attack.

1984 – Brown embraces hip-hop and electro with an appearance on Afrika Bambaataa’s Unity. Marries his third wife, hairstylist Adrienne Lois Rodriguez.

1986 – Brown is inducted into the Rock’n’Roll Hall of Fame and publishes a memoir called James Brown: The Godfather of Soul. The Grammy-winning Living in America, written and produced by Dan Hartman for Rocky IV, is his first hit in a decade.

1988 – Brown is arrested for assaulting Adrienne. After threatening a room full of strangers with an unloaded shotgun and leading Georgia police on a car chase across state lines, he is jailed for six years. He says: “If America can stand to have James Brown in prison, James Brown can stand it.”

1991 – Paroled after three years, Brown mounts a comeback with a new album, documentary and career-spanning box set.

1998 – Attends rehab for addiction to painkillers. Subsequently arrested for possession of drugs and firearms.

2002 – Brown releases his final studio album, The Next Step. Marries backing singer Tomi Rae Hynie but the marriage proves illegitimate because her previous marriage was not annulled.

2003 – Appears in the PBS documentary James Brown: Soul Survivor. Receives a pardon for his earlier offences.

2004 – Performs at the Glastonbury Festival.

2005 – Performs at Live 8 in Edinburgh and publishes his second autobiography, I Feel Good: A Memoir of a Life of Soul.

2006 – Two months after his final concert, Brown dies on Christmas Day of congestive heart failure due to complications from pneumonia. Around 10,000 mourners follow his casket, mounted on a horse-drawn carriage, through the streets of Harlem. His body lies in state on the stage of the Apollo.

