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BLYTHE DANNER (Ellie) Q&A
QUESTION:  What drew you to this role in The Lucky One? 
BLYTHE DANNER:  Well, I felt sort of spoiled.  I could come in and just say something pithy and leave.  It was very nice to have this.  I think of most pieces I do as musical pieces and to me, Ellie was sort of the cello or the piccolo.  I loved the fact that she could just come in and be witty and funny and also be very loving.  She adores her granddaughter.  Yeah, I’ve never played a great-grandmother before.

QUESTION:  Was it a surprise to you to play a great-grandmother?  
BLYTHE DANNER:  I will take anything if it’s a good role.  If it’s not embarrassing I will do it.  So I really did enjoy doing this one a lot.

QUESTION:  Your character has a lot of funny lines, but given that, how do you keep it from just being comic relief, to make sure that there’s some weight to what you’re doing as well as being able to lighten it up?
BLYTHE DANNER:  Well, you have to have a good script.  It’s all on the page.  If it’s not on the page, unless they let you improvise, its curtains, I think.  So many people think that it’s the actor, but it’s the writing.

QUESTION:  Did you go back to the book to know more about the character?  
BLYTHE DANNER:  Yeah, yeah, she was fleshed out a little bit more in the book, so that was wonderful to have that there too.

QUESTION:  Were you a fan of Nicholas Sparks?  Had you read any of his books before this?

BLYTHE DANNER:  I hadn’t read any of him before.  I had seen The Notebook, which I liked very much.  But I think that his success is clearly something that’s understandable because it is such a universal message that he always has.  It’s something that’s embraced by many age groups.  
QUESTION:  Do you resist the idea of doing a 'chick flick' or do you embrace it?  

BLYTHE DANNER:  No, as I say, I hate to repeat myself, but I look at each thing that comes along as: is this something that I can put my whole self into and really enjoy?  And who am I working with?  And the director, the script?  I don’t consciously avoid or embrace a 'chick flick.'  It’s just to me what at the moment is the best thing that comes down the pike.

QUESTION:  This character seems to bring the wisdom in this film.  In your own opinion, is love the strongest thing in the world or is it the most fragile?

BLYTHE DANNER:  Both, I would say.  And the joys of and the suffering, it’ll all come along and it just depends on how we deal with it all.  The love of family.  Romantic love.  It’s all-consuming.

QUESTION:  What was it like working with director Scott Hicks?  Did you feel you could make suggestions and collaborate?  Or did he want it a certain way?  
BLYTHE DANNER:  I think both.  I love to sort of go toe-toe-toe with a director too.  Scott was open in places, and having worked on this for so long, he had very strong ideas as well.  But I like that.  I don’t like walking in and just have somebody saying, 'Do what you want to do,' because I think actors, a lot of us, we have a lot of child-like insecurities and we also want to know the perimeters.  You walk into a project, and I think for actors for the most part, they want to be on the same page as everybody else.  I think there are very few actors that don’t want that.  So, you want to be a team player.  That, to me, is the most important thing.  But you also want to hold onto what you feel about a character.

QUESTION:  Is there one scene in particular that was more difficult than others?  Or were they all equally challenging?
BLYTHE DANNER:  The first couple of days, just adjusting to everything.  I remember there were certain things.  That scene where I’m painting and Taylor is scrubbing the pot, I just remember we all had different ideas about it, and I think what finally came into it was perfect.

QUESTION:  You did Sylvia Plath with your daughter, Gwyneth.  Do you look for things that maybe you could work on together?  I’d love to see you on something else.

BLYTHE DANNER:  Well, if it comes down the pike, great, but I certainly don’t.  I mean, she’s got such a full plate.  And luckily, I have had lately too.  So I’m pleased if something comes up and it works out, it would be great.

QUESTION:  What is it like working with somebody that you’re so close to?

BLYTHE DANNER:  Well, it’s funny.  The very first thing we did together on camera was a series, a mini-series, called Cruel Doubt.  She played this enigmatic character who I wasn’t sure whether she was in on trying to do the parents in or not.  It was that whole thing about Dungeons and Dragons.  It was based on a true story.  And I remember doing off-camera words for her on her close-up and saying, 'Who is this girl?'  I really forgot for a couple of seconds that that was my daughter.  She was so extraordinary.  She just inhabited this girl fully.  
QUESTION:  Are you living in New York?

BLYTHE DANNER:  I live both places.  Really both in New York and in L.A., back and forth.

QUESTION:  They say you should never work with dogs or children.  It looked like you were having some fun with the dog in this film.  Could you talk about working with the animals? 
BLYTHE DANNER:  Oh, it was heaven.  I’ve trained dogs myself.  We had big dogs in New York City and I trained them from the time they were puppies.  So, for me it was just delightful.  I loved them.  I think they say that because they’ll upstage you, children and dogs.  But this was really delightful.  They were really fun.  And that little boy was so great.  So, so great.  What a little pro.

# # #
PAGE  
2

