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    GREG KINNEAR

    (Defense Intelligence Agent Clark Poundstone)

Q. How did you get involved in Green Zone?

Paul Greengrass called me to talk about my character - this high-ranking Pentagon official called Clark Poundstone who has a sense of duty and doctrine he is unyielding about - and that was an interesting place to start. He asked me to participate in a different kind of movie than I normally do and it seemed like a great opportunity. And I was excited about working with Matt Damon again.

Q. Was your character entirely written when Paul Greengrass first approached you about it? 

It wasn’t, but I liked that Poundstone wasn’t going to be the typical villain from a blockbuster movie, as he is a man who has a job to do.
Q. What were your expectations about working with Greengrass?

I remember being intrigued and concerned at the same time. With him, everything is constantly changing, and you are a little disorientated at first because things are happening fast and furiously while you are making the movie; but as I knew Matt Damon, I had a long conversation with him about it and he explained to me Paul’s process. His films are great thrillers and they have this jazzy, unpredictable quality to them that I think is born precisely out of the way he shoots them.

Q. What did Damon tell you about him?

I remember him specifically saying that with Paul, I was sort of going to be like a boxer standing on my back foot, and that registered with me. He said it would be challenging, but that in the end, I would be very pleased with the final product. He was right, and I am so glad to have been in this film.

Q. What impressed you the most about Paul Greengrass as a filmmaker?

I was very impressed by his capacity to never lose sight of a story that he is finding while he makes it with you. It’s remarkable!

Q. And the movie is also very entertaining!

Paul Greengrass has done a great job of not oversimplifying this conflict, and at the same time, not making it so complex that it defers from being an entertaining thriller. That’s an unbelievable achievement!

Q. How would you describe Green Zone then? 
I would say it’s a hell of a thrill ride! Green Zone is an edgy popcorn-munching spectacle that deals with real life issues we are all familiar with. So, apart from being entertaining, it also leaves you with something to talk about afterwards, which is fantastic.

Q. What was the energy like on set?

Great, because with Paul everyone believes in whatever it is they are trying to achieve.
Q. Is that unpredictability one of the things you like about your profession?

Yes, as there is no formula to it. Each film is different, especially one like Green Zone.

Q. What kind of a man is Defense Intelligence Agent Clark Poundstone?

My character is a guy who believes in what he is doing, but who at some point, has to bend the rules in order to fit them into his agenda. 

Q. And by bending those rules he crosses the line.
Poundstone is one of those people making decisions that can affect the war. And I think he doesn’t believe his actions will taint his job in any way, but, clearly it happens and he does cross the line. His problem is that people start asking questions, as otherwise everything would be fine and function very nicely for him.
Q. But there are no untainted good guys or evil villains in this story.

Not really; and I don’t even think Poundstone saw his choreography of misinformation as some sort of calculated mistake or as him manipulating the system, but as what he needs to do to achieve the end result.

Q. That is Machiavellian…
Exactly! The ends justify the means for him. 

Q. And that approach to the war is what confronts him with Matt Damon’s character.

Yes, because my character’s attitude is: “We are here, and that’s what matters.” But Miller’s is: “No, it’s how we got here that matters.” Those are two different ideologies. Who is right and who is wrong is something that is up for the audience to decide.

Q. What was it like to work with Matt Damon again after the very different experience of Stuck on You, where you played conjoined twins? 

I can’t really compare a comedy in which we were fastened together for months with Green Zone; but I have to say that Matt is a hard working guy and I always admire the fact that, being one of the big movie stars in the world right now, he still takes chances with his career. I admire his work in this movie because he had to blend in with 32 real veterans. I think I had an easier job.

Q. His part was certainly more physically demanding.

Yes, luckily I wasn’t the one doing all the running, jumping and shooting. I would just come in periodically with my satellite phone and wreak havoc.

Q. What does the journalist Lawrie Dayne, played by Amy Ryan, represent in this conflict?
She represents the press whose job it is to ask questions when we are going into war and also how they can be complicit or even manipulated. 

Q. How would you explain the relationship between them?

Well, clearly before the movie starts my character has been doing the choreography with Washington to set the table for a conflict. To do that in this day and age there has to be some element of manipulation with the press and the ability to coax them into receiving your message. In Lawrie, he has found someone who will hear what he has to say and not push too hard, but also without being a pushover.

Q. This is Paul and Matt’s third film together, so they must have had some shorthand on set. 

They are fun together, and they clearly have shorthand, but I never felt that this was exclusive to anyone else. Paul’s process with Matt was the same with the rest of us. He works very hard and involves everyone, which makes his movies great fun to work on.

Q. And you got to travel to Spain, England and Morocco to shoot the movie. 

Yes, it was a rare treat to go to all those places. And I had some surreal experiences; for instance, hanging out in a medina in Morocco or walking down strange streets with Amy Ryan and a man holding a lantern. Something like that can bond you for life…

