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WEDDING DAZE
THE STORY

LOGLINE

A year after the death of his girlfriend, Anderson swears he’ll never love again—until a spontaneous dare thrusts him into a whirlwind courtship with a girl who just may be better than the girl of his dreams.
SYNOPSIS

Wedding Daze is a romantic comedy that shows us that love has nothing to do with perfection.  ANDERSON, twenty-something and love-struck, proposes to his girlfriend of six months, VANESSA with a poem…in a restaurant full of people…wearing sparkly red tighty-whities and wings.  She falls dead from shock.

One year later Anderson can’t get out of the I-killed-my-girlfriend-while-proposing-in-a-Cupid-outfit slump.  His best friend TED, takes him to lunch and challenges him to get back into the game.  Mostly to get Ted off his back, Anderson spontaneously proposes to their waitress, KATIE.

Just the night before, Katie received another proposal, this one from her very loving, very safe, orthodontist boyfriend, WILLIAM.  William acted out “Will you marry me” while playing a game of charades with Katie, her mother LOIS, and her stepfather STUART.  Lois bounced off the walls at the proposal, but Katie was not so sure.  She doesn’t want to end up like her buttoned up mother and stepfather.

She turns to her real dad, SMITTY, who currently resides in the county jail.  After threatening to eat one of the inmate’s heads, Smitty tells Katie to follow her heart.  He’s obviously still in love with Lois and yearns to see his once-wild woman again.

Katie then consults her friends JANE and MATADOR, who work in the diner with her.  Jane and Matador advise Katie to lose the loser as they practice their circus tricks (sword swallowing, knife throwing, et. al.).

With all this on her plate, Katie blurts out “yes” to a shocked Anderson.  They run out of the diner not totally comprehending the pact they’ve just made.

Anderson and Katie have a whirlwind courtship.  Katie moves in to Anderson’s place the same day, leading to some awkward intimacy:  they live together, are they supposed to sleep together?  To complicate matters, Anderson has visions of Vanessa in which he promises to remain faithful to her—difficult to do when he’s engaged to Katie.

While they test the waters between them, they decide to go through the obligatory “meet the parents” meals.

First they head to Katie’s house where Stuart entertains Anderson by showing off his line of toys for Jewish children (i.e. the Jewnicorn).  Lois is cold and distant—Anderson is no William.

Then it’s on to Anderson’s house where Katie meets LYLE and BETSY.  Together Lyle and Betsy paint the picture of suburban bliss, but Katie suspects something’s amiss when Betsy threatens to cut her up for invoking Vanessa’s name and Lyle gives Anderson a cock ring as an engagement gift.

Having gotten through the dinners horribly scathed, Katie and Anderson begin to question what they’ve gotten themselves into.  After a brutal argument, during which the truth of both of their past relationships is revealed, they break up.  But when Katie comes to collect her things, Anderson sheepishly admits he’s falling for this strange girl who’s been in his life only a few days.  The pair decides to elope to Atlantic City—to a small chapel called The House of Wedded Bliss (where Lois and Smitty married years ago).

Anderson convinces Ted to “borrow” a car from the dealership where he works and Anderson, Katie, Ted, Jane and Matador head to Atlantic City.  Love hits a bump, though, when they run into a cop car in their stolen vehicle.  The gang ends up in the slammer.

Meanwhile, Smitty hears of his daughter’s pending marriage, escapes the big house and shows up at Lois’ house.  He whisks Lois off her feet and away from the staid Stuart.  The pair holds up a tuxedo shop to get outfitted for the wedding.  The cops show up and stick Smitty and Lois in the same cell as their darling daughter, her fiancée, and their crazy friends.

When Betsy and Lyle come to claim their son from jail, the obstacles to this marriage become crystal clear.  Will they all rot in prison forever?  Can two people from completely different backgrounds, who’ve only known each other a few days, really make it work?  Can Anderson finally let go of his idealized love, Vanessa, and grab hold of the real thing right in front of him?  And is William gay or what?

All these questions and more are answered when the whole gang breaks out of jail and races to The House of Wedded Bliss.  During the ceremony, Anderson has another vision of Vanessa, but this time he’s able to stand up to her and free himself from the dead-almost-fiancé-curse.  Anderson marries Katie in a beautiful, if quirky, ceremony and the unlikely family comes together to celebrate them.

The cops come together too.  They arrest the entire crew as they exit the chapel.  But the ending is a promising one as everyone has found someone to love: Katie and Anderson, Lois and Smitty, Betsy and Lyle, Jane and Ted, William and KYLE, one of the cops…Stuart and his Jewnicorn.
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JASON BIGGS

Anderson

Jason Biggs quickly became one of Hollywood’s most talked-about young actors after his breakthrough role in the American Pie trilogy.  The three films combined to make over $350 million in the United States alone and helped cement Biggs as a household face in the industry.

He recently finished production on the film, Antarctica, directed by Frank Marshall.  Inspired by a true story, it is an exciting action-adventure about loyalty and the bonds of friendship set in the extreme wilderness of Antarctica. The film tells the story of three members of a scientific expedition: Jerry Shepard (Paul Walker), his best friend, Cooper (Jason Biggs), and a rugged American geologist (Bruce Greenwood), who are forced to leave behind their team of beloved sled dogs due to a sudden accident and perilous weather conditions in Antarctica. During the harsh, Antarctic winter, the dogs must struggle for survival alone in the intense frozen wilderness for over 6 months. The film is inspired by the events of a 1957 Japanese Antarctic Expedition, which served as the basis for the blockbuster Japanese film, Nankyoku Monogatari). (Antarctica).
Earlier this year Biggs starred in Saul Metztein’s Guy X, a black comedy set in 1979 as Ronald Reagan is gearing up his presidential campaign and the Cold War is entering its endgame. It is the story of an American soldier transferred by clerical error to the Arctic and unable to escape because he no longer officially exists; Biggs stars alongside Natasha McElhone, Jeremy Northam and Michael Ironside. 

The Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey native started acting at the age of five, with national commercials and modeling.  At age thirteen, he made his Broadway debut opposite Judd Hirsch in the critically acclaimed Broadway play, Conversations with My Father. Other Broadway credits include the U.S. production of The Graduate opposite Kathleen Turner.  Biggs was most recently seen on the New York Stage in Daniel Goldfarb’s play, Modern Orthodox, opposite Craig Bierko and Molly Ringwald.  

In 2004, Biggs co-starred in Jersey Girl, written and directed by Kevin Smith, alongside Ben Affleck and Liv Tyler for Miramax Films.  The fall of 2003 marked the release of the last in the trilogy of the American Pie series, The Wedding. His film credits also include the Woody Allen project, Anything Else; the film adaptation of Elizabeth Wurtzel’s best-selling biography, Prozac Nation, opposite Christina Ricci; the romantic comedy Saving Silverman with Jack Black, Steve Zahn, and Amanda Peet; the Amy Heckerling film Loser; and the romantic comedy, Boys and Girls opposite Freddie Prinze, Jr. and Claire Forlani. Biggs began his career in television on the soap opera As the World Turns, for which he won a Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Younger Actor in a Drama Series. He also appeared on the shows Drexel’s Class and Total Security.

ISLA FISHER

Katie

Isla Fisher is most widely recognized for her critically acclaimed performance as Vince Vaughn’s off-kilter love interest in this past summer’s blockbuster Wedding Crashers. Isla first appeared stateside in the Warner Brothers’ live action feature Scooby Doo in 2002. Since then, she has been seen in Fox Searchlight’s I Heart Huckabees for director David O. Russell and the scripted/improvisation TV series, Pilot Season with comedic actors David Cross, Andy Dick and Sarah Silverman. 

Born in the Middle East country of Oman, Isla’s family moved to the small city of Perth in Western Australia when she was a young girl. At the age of nine, Isla was already appearing in commercials broadcast on Australian television.  She then became best known for her role as “Shannon Reed” in the popular soap Home & Away, which also helped launch the careers of Guy Pearce, Naomi Watts and Heath Ledger. While working on the set of Home & Away she also found the time to write and release two best selling teen-themed novels.
JOE PANTOLIANO

Smitty

One of today's best character actors, the inexhaustible Joe Pantoliano boasts over 100 film, television, and stage credits. A favorite of directors Richard Donner, Steven Spielberg, Andrew Davis, and Andy and Larry Wachowski, he is also a dependable scene stealer with more than his share of memorable roles -- including killer pimp Guido in Risky Business (1983), bumbling criminal Francis Fratelli in The Goonies (1985), double-crossing bail bondsman Eddie Moscone in Midnight Run (1988), cynical U.S. Marshall Cosmo Renfro in The Fugitive (1993), turncoat Cypher in The Matrix (1999), and shady sidekick Teddy in Memento (2000). 

Born on September 12, 1951 in Hoboken, NJ, the actor is the only son of Dominic, a hearse driver, and Mary Pantoliano, a part-time seamstress/bookie. When he was 12, Pantoliano's mother left his father for her distant cousin Florio, though the couple never officially divorced. Pantoliano and his younger sister Maryann grew up throughout northern New Jersey with their mother and Florio, whom they eventually came to regard as their stepfather. Pantoliano suffered from severe dyslexia, and at age 17, he was still reading at the third-grade level. After seeing the youngster perform in his senior play, Up the Down Staircase, Florio convinced him to pursue acting professionally.

Pantoliano moved to Manhattan, where he worked as a waiter while juggling acting classes and auditions. In 1972, he landed the coveted role of stuttering Billy Bibbit in the touring production of One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest. Four years later, Pantoliano moved west to try his luck in Hollywood. After making his television debut in the sitcom pilot McNamara's Band, he landed a recurring role in Rob Reiner's summer replacement series, Free Country. Reiner then tapped Pantoliano to co-star with him in James Burrows' television movie More Than Friends (1978). This led to the part of Angelo Maggio -- a role originated by fellow Hoboken-ite Frank Sinatra -- in NBC's miniseries adaptation of James Jones' From Here to Eternity (1979). After making his major feature-film debut in The Idolmaker (1980), Pantoliano guest starred on Hart to Hart, M*A*S*H, and Hardcastle and McCormick, as well as appeared on the Los Angeles stage in Orphans. He also landed a sizable part opposite a young Tom Cruise in the surprise hit Risky Business (1983). The comic ruthlessness with which Pantoliano's pimp tortures Cruise quickly earned the character actor a loyal cult following. He gave standout performances in Eddie and the Cruisers (1983) and the off-Broadway play Visions of Kerouac, before thrilling audiences again in the Spielberg-produced adventure The Goonies (1985). Scores of plum roles followed: Pantoliano joined Billy Crystal and Gregory Hines in Running Scared (1986), portrayed Lou Diamond Phillips' music producer in La Bamba (1987), re-teamed with Spielberg in Empire of the Sun (1987), and acted opposite Robert De Niro in Midnight Run (1988). He then topped these performances off with an unforgettable turn opposite Tommy Lee Jones and Harrison Ford in The Fugitive (1993), delivering a funny, fiery tour de force that was pure Pantoliano right down to the name he chose for his character, Cosmo -- his grandfather's name. By the mid-'90s, Pantoliano had a recognizable name and a devoted fan base. 

While making numerous television guest appearances, he starred with Jennifer Tilly and Gina Gershon in directors Andy and Larry Wachowski's debut thriller, Bound (1996). Pantoliano's edgy performance as a doomed money launderer impressed the Wachowskis so much that they created the character of Cypher in The Matrix (1999) exclusively for him. Shortly afterward, his co-star in the sci-fi spectacular, Carrie-Anne Moss, insisted that director Christopher Nolan hire Pantoliano for the third lead in his sleeper-hit Memento (2000). In 2001, at the behest of producer David Chase, Pantoliano joined the cast of the landmark HBO series The Sopranos. While portraying psychopathic mobster Ralphie Cifaretto on the hit show, the actor published Who's Sorry Now: The True Story of a Stand-Up Guy, a bittersweet memoir about his New Jersey childhood. He also put the finishing touches on his directorial debut, Just Like Mona (2002), and began filming his role as reporter Ben Urich in the comic book adaptation Daredevil (2003), which also stars Ben Affleck, Jennifer Garner, Michael Clarke Duncan, and Colin Farrell.

JOANNA GLEASON

Lois

Joanna Gleason is currently starring as Muriel Eubanks in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels at the Imperial Theater.  Joanna has received the Tony®, Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle Award nominations for this role. Broadway: I Love My Wife (Theatre World Award), The Real Thing, Joe Egg (Tony nomination), Into the Woods (Tony Award, Best Actress; Drama Desk Award, Outer Critics Circle Award), Social Security (Drama Desk Award), Nick and Nora (met her husband). Off-Broadway: The Normal Heart, Worth Street Theatre, Public Theater; It’s Only a Play, Manhattan Theatre Club (Drama Desk Award); Eleemosynary, Manhattan Theatre Club; A Hell of a Town, Westside Arts Theatre; Joe Egg, Roundabout Theatre.

Film: Hannah and Her Sisters, Crimes and Misdemeanors, Heartburn, FX2, Life Under Water, Boogie Nights, Fathers and Sons, Edie and Pen, Road Ends, Mr. Holland’s Opus, The Wedding Planner. TV: Love and War, Oh, Baby, The West Wing, ER, The Practice, Tracey Ullman, Bette. Directed: Love and War, CBS; Louie, CBS; Oh, Baby, Lifetime; A Letter From Ethel Kennedy, Manhattan Class Co.; Call Waiting, Tiffany Theatre. Member: Actors’ Equity.

EDWARD HERRMANN

Lyle
Tony and Emmy Award-winning actor Edward Herrmann boasts an impressive career that spans more than 30 years in the theatre, in films, and on television.  His work on Broadway includes Mrs. Warren’s Profession, for which he won a Tony Award; The Philadelphia Story, for which he earned a Tony nomination; Plenty and Love Letter.
His feature film roles include Nixon, Richie Rich, The Purple Rose of Cairo, A Little Sex, The Great Gatsby, Annie, Reds, The Great Waldo Pepper, The Day of the Dolphin, Critical Care, Overboard, Big Business, Mrs. Soffel, Takedown, The Paper Chase, Double Take, The Cat’s Meow, Down, The Emperor’s Club and Intolerable Cruelty. He has finished shooting Welcome To Mooseport with Ray Romano and Martin Scorcese’s  The Aviator with Leonardo DiCaprio.  Soon to be released, is Relative Strangers with Danny DeVito, and he is currently filming the independent films, The Skeptic opposite Tim Daly and Wedding Daze opposite Isla Fisher and Jason Biggs.

Edward can currently be seen on the critically acclaimed WB series, The Gilmore Girls. He also appeared in a six-episode story arc on The Practice which earned him a 1999 Emmy Award.  He also guest-starred in the 200th anniversary episode of Law & Order and in a recurring role on Oz. Herrmann received additional Emmy nominations for his work on St. Elsewhere, the movie Concealed Enemies and Eleanor and Franklin: The White House Years.

A highlight of his television movie credits include Atomic Train, Bendetta, Hallmark Hall of Fame’s St. Maybe, Pandora’s Clock, Soul of Sentence, Fire in the Dar, Morrow, The Lawrenceville Stories, Electrical Grandmother, A Love Affair: The Eleanor and Lou Gehrig Story and Last Act is a Solo.

Herrmann frequently returns to the stage and performed in Neil Simon’s new play, The Dinner Party, at the Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles.  This past hiatus, he performed at the Williamstown Theatre Festival in the play Educating Rita directed by Bruce Paltrow.

Herrmann also carries a full schedule of recording books on tape having recorded over 50 thus far, including the latest novel in Tom Clancy’s Net Force series. In 1999, he was awarded an AUDIE Award for his work in the complete recording of the King James Bible.

Additionally, he serves as the narrator for the A& E Channel’s History Lost and Found and the series Founding Fathers.  He also continues his work as the announcer for the History Channel as well as hosting the series The Ultimate Auto, which has established Herrmann as a leading figure among automobile hobbyists.  With six automobile restorations to his credit, Hermann is an active participant in rallies and car shows.

In 2001 Herrmann was honored by his alma mater, Bucknell University, for outstanding achievement in his chosen profession.

MARGO MARTINDALE

Betsy

For years, Margo Martindale has delighted audiences on the big and small screens as well as the stage.  Her television credits include: a recurring role on NBC’s new hit Medium, PBS’s Willoughby’s Wonders, ABC’s All My Children, and Fox’s New York Undercover.  Her work in miniseries and television movies include: Perfect Murder, Perfect Town, It’s a Girl Thing, and HBO’s Iron Jawed Angels.

On Broadway, her turn as Big Mama in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof earned her a Tony Award nomination for Best Supporting Actress.  She’s been seen off-Broadway in shows such as Always Patsy Cline, Sugar Bean Sisters, The Stick Wife, Steel Magnolias, Curse of the Starving Class and Miss Firecracker Contest.

Ms. Martindale has appeared in feature films including Human Stain, The Laramie Project, The Hours, Proof of Life, 28 Days, Dead Man’s Walking, Practical Magic and Ghosts of the Mississippi.  She is perhaps best known for her turn as Earline Fitzgerald, Hilary Swank’s coldhearted mother in Million Dollar Baby.

MICHAEL WESTON

Ted

Michael Weston garnered much recognition for his pivotal role in last season’s Six Feet Under (he played Michael C. Hall's kidnapper) and was last seen in the Fox Searchlight film, Garden State.  He next stars in Lakeshore’s feature film, The Last Kiss opposite Zack Braff and Jacinda Barrett, for director Tony Goldwyn. He is also known for his work on stage in NYC in Snakebite and he starred in the indie film, Getting to Know You. He recently wrapped shooting the independent film, Looking for Sunday, which is being directed by Mark Piznarski.

EBON MOSS-BACHRACH

Matador

Ebon Moss-Bachrach is currently filming the independent feature Wedding Daze, directed by Michael Ian Black.  Most recently he has starred in Columbia Pictures Stealth, directed by Rob Cohen (The Fast and the Furious, XXX) and co-starring Josh Lucas, Jessica Biel and Sam Shepard.  His other recent feature work includes the Independent features The Dying Gaul, starring Patricia Clarkson, Campbell Scott, and Peter Sarsgaard, and Winter Solstice, co-starring Mark Webber, Allison Janney, and Brendan Sexton.  

In recent release, Moss-Bachrach also starred in the Revolution Studios feature Mona Lisa Smile, starring Julia Roberts, Kirsten Dunst, Julia Stiles and Maggie Gyllenhaal.  Other film credits include the lead role in Damon Dash's Death of a Dynasty, which premiered at the 2003 Tribeca Film Festival; Wes Anderson's The Royal Tenenbaums, Eric Shaeffer's Never Again, Henry Bean's The Believer, and Robert Pulcini's American Splendor, winner of the Dramatic Competition, Sundance Film Festival 2003.

Last fall, Moss-Bachrach was seen in the Comedy Central / Tribeca Films Production of Porn 'N' Chicken. Based on the true story of Yale University's porn and chicken club, an underground club that gathered weekly to eat fried chicken and watch pornography. Moss-Bachrach plays the founder of the infamous club and the central role.

Moss-Bachrach is also a very well respected theatre actor, most recently starring in The Signature Theatre production of Lanford Wilson's Fourth of July, along side Robert Sean Leonard and Parker Posey. Other theatre credits include 36 Views at The Public Theatre, Summer Sublet at Ensemble Studio Theatre, Ten Unkowns at Lincoln Center, Side Man at San Jose Rep, and Dead End at The Williamstown Theatre Festival.

HEATHER GOLDENHERSH

Jane

Heather Goldenhersh was nominated for a Tony Award and an Outer Critics’ Circle Award, and received a TheatreWorld Award for her performance as “Sister James” in John Patrick Shanley’s Tony and Pulitzer-winning play Doubt opposite Cherry Jones and Brían F. O’Byrne.

Previously, she garnered attention for her role in Michael Radford’s screen adaptation of Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice opposite Al Pacino, Joseph Fiennes, and Lynn Collins for Sony Classics. She was also seen as the lovestruck daughter of Jim Broadbent’s character in Doug McGrath’s adaptation of Nicholas Nickleby for UA, also with Juliet Stevenson, Nathan Lane, Alan Cumming, and Christopher Plummer. She also appeared in Bill Condon’s Kinsey playing the wife of Chris O’Donnell’s character, and in the film Tempting Adam for the Oxygen Network. 

Other theater roles include Marsha Norman’s Last Dance at Manhattan Theatre Club opposite JoBeth Williams, as well as Evan Smith’s Psych and Richard Nelson’s Goodnight Children Everywhere, both at Playwrights Horizons. 

Heather is a graduate of the Juilliard School and currently resides in New York City.

JAY O. SANDERS

Sheriff

Jay O. Sanders’ feature films include The Day After Tomorrow, JFK, Tumbleweeds, Kiss The Girls, Music Of The Heart, The Matchmaker, Mr. Destiny, Glory, Tucker, Daylight, and Angels In The Outfield.  On television, he appeared in the pilot of Peter Berg’s controversial Wonderland, The Beltway Sniper, CBS’s The Last Brickmaker In America, The Salem Witch Trials, Widows, Boss Of Bosses, The Familiar Stranger on Lifetime, he portrayed ‘Terry Anderson’ in HBO’s Hostages, and guest-starred in Law & Order, Law & Order, Criminal Intent, and Roseanne as Dan’s biker friend ‘Ziggy’ among many others.

Named by Audiofile Magazine as one of their ‘Golden Voices’, Jay has narrated over 50 audiobooks and narrates the Emmy Award-winning PBS documentary series Wide Angle.  He has appeared regularly on and off Broadway in a long list of classics and new plays.
ROBERT CORDDRY

Kyle
Robert Corddry is best known for his work on the ever-popular The Daily Show.  He was a series regular on Upright Citizens Brigade on Comedy Central, and has appeared numerous times on Late Night with Conan O’brien, and Fox’s Arrested Development.  He also appeared as a guest star on HBO’s Curb Your Enthusiasm.

Corddry’s film credits include the independent features Wedding Daze and Blackballed: The Bobby Dukes Story (in which he starred as Bobby Dukes), as well as Old School, starring Luke Wilson, Will Ferrell and Vince Vaughn.
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MICHAEL IAN BLACK
WRITER/DIRECTOR

Michael Ian Black is a multi-talented actor, writer, comedian and director.  Most recently, he's become a filmmaker, writing and directing the upcoming MGM release, "Pleasure of Your Company."  The film stars Jason Biggs and Isla Fisher, and it had its world premiere at the Toronto Film Festival the past September.

Along with David Wain and Michael Showalter, Black created, starred in and co-wrote last year's Comedy Central series, "Stella."  He's one of the lead commentators on VH1's "I Love the..." series, and was recently a finalist to replace Craig Kilborn as the host of CBS' "The Late, Late Show."  His writings on contemporary culture have appeared in the Los Angeles Times, Filter Magazine, CMJ Magazine and McSweeney's online.  Black is also an editor-at-large for the new humor magazine, Crack'd.

Black starred opposite Julie Bowen and Jay Harrington in the recent film, "Partners," and he was a lead opposite Paul Rudd and Janeane Garofalo in the USA Films cult hit, "Wet Hot American Summer."  For four years, he appeared on NBC's hit drama, "Ed," playing bowling alley manager Phil Stubbs.

Black's career began when he graduated from NYU and co-created, co-wrote and starred in the acclaimed MTV sketch comedy show, "The State."  From there, he co-created, co-wrote, and starred in the Comedy Central series "Viva Variety."  Black was also the voice and forearm of the popular Pets.com sock puppet.

In addition to "Pleasure," Black has two other screenplays that are shooting in the next year.  "Raritan Valley Line" will be directed by Black and star Sissy Spacek and Mary Louise Parker.  Beech Hilm Films ("Face") is producing.  "Run, Fat Boy, Run" recently commenced production in London under the direction of David Schwimmer.  It stars Simon Pegg, Hank Azaria and Thandie Newton.  In addition, Michael has two series in active development at Comedy Central.

Black gives comedy lectures around the country under the title, "The Awesome Life with Michael Ian Black."  He also performs stand-up comedy in clubs all over the U.S.

Black lives in Connecticut with his wife Martha and their two young children.
DANIEL STOLOFF

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Daniel Stoloff, raised in the Boston area, graduated from Ithaca College in 1983.  Upon graduation, he returned to Boston and began his film career, shooting documentaries, commercials and music videos.  In 1990, he moved to New York and continued his commercial career.  In 1998 he shot Tumbleweeds, which won the Filmmakers Trophy at Sundance in 1999.

Since Tumbleweeds, Dan has shot a wide variety of projects, including The Vagina Monologues for HBO, Screen Door Jesus (winner of the 2003 Hamptons Film Festival Golden Starfish Award and Kodak Award for Best Cinematography).  In 2004, he shot Disney’s Miracle starring Kurt Russell, winnder of ESPN’s Sports Film of the Year Award.

In the fall of 2005 he completed Mini’s First Time with Alec Baldwin, Jeff Goldblum and Luke Wilson.  Daniel currently splits his time between Montauk, NY and Los Angeles.
CARL SPRAGUE

PRODUCTION DESIGNER
Carl Sprague lives in Stockbridge, Massachusetts with his wife, painter and writer Susan Merrill, and their children, Ruslan and Elena. After graduating from Harvard in 1984 (film major/philosophy minor) he studied design at the Polakov Studio and at NYU, while doing various odd jobs in New York including  scene painting, working for Jerome Robbins at Lincoln Center, and getting fired as a driver from Woody Allen’s Radio Days. Carl then worked for several years with special effects wizard Doug Trumbull at Berkshire Motion Picture – art directing the Back to the Future ride for Universal Studios among other projects.

His first feature film design work was as an assistant art director for Martin Scorsese’s The Age of Innocence. He went on to assist and to art direct a number of features including The Paper, State & Main, Spartan, In Dreams, Before & After, Mona Lisa Smile, The Love Letter, and Amistad. He received a Guild nomination for his work as art director for The Royal Tenenbaums. Carl’s film production design credits include Satie & Suzanne, Long Distance, and the upcoming Disappearances. His sets at Mass MoCA for the photographer Gregory Crewdson were featured last year in The New York Times. Carl also continues to design extensively for theatre – notably the Music-Theatre Group, The Oldcastle Theatre, The Colonial Theatre, Mixed Company, Shakespeare & Co., The Miniature Theatre of Chester and the Albany/Berkshire Ballet.

JOHN PENOTTI
PRODUCER

John Penotti is President and Founding Partner of GreeneStreet Films, a leading independent production company based in New York which he co-founded with Fisher Stevens.  

Since founding GreeneStreet, the company has produced twenty films, including the five time Academy Award nominee – including Best Picture - "In the Bedroom" (Miramax Films) directed by Todd Field, starring Sissy Spacek, Marisa Tomei, Tom Wilkinson and Nick Stahl and, the #1 box office hit "swimfan," (20th Century Fox) directed by John Polson, starring Jesse Bradford and Erika Christensen.  

Most recently, Penotti produced "Tenderness," directed by Polson ("Hide and Seek") and starring Russell Crowe, and, "Bill," written by Melisa Wallack and co-directed by Wallack and Bernie Goldmann and starring Jessica Alba and Aaron Eckhart.   

"Wedding Daze," an edgy, romantic comedy from writer/director Michael Ian Black starring Jason Biggs and "Wedding Crashers" Isla Fisher which he produced was recently acquired by MGM after premiering at the 2006 Toronto Film Festival.   

This summer, Penotti's GreeneStreet Films had two critically-acclaimed films in theaters: Robert Altman's "A Prairie Home Companion" (Picturehouse) starring Meryl Streep, Lindsay Lohan, Kevin Kline, Woody Harrelson, John C. Reilly, Lily Tomlin, Maya Rudolph and Garrison Keillor and "Once in a Lifetime" (Miramax) about the 1970s famed New York Cosmos soccer team.  

"Slow Burn," which Penotti also produced by writer/director Wayne Beach, starring Ray Liotta, LL Cool J, Mekhi Phifer, Taye Diggs and Jolene Blalock will be released by Lionsgate early next year while "Awake," a Weinstein Co./Open City co-production by writer/director Joby Harold starring Jessica Alba, Hayden Christiansen, Terrance Howard is also slated for a 2007 release.  

In 2005, he produced "Romance and Cigarettes" (UA) by writer/director John Turturro, starring James Gandolfini, Susan Sarandon, and Kate Winslet; and executive produced "Yes," (Sony Classics) by acclaimed auteur writer/director Sally Potter ("Orlando"), starring Joan Allen and Sam Neill.   

Other producing credits include:  "Uptwon Girls" (MGM) directed by Boaz Yakin, starring Brittany Murphy and Dakota Fanning Stevens' "Just A Kiss" (Paramount Classics) starring Marisa Tomei, the critically-acclaimed "Piñero" (Miramax) by writer/director Leon Ichaso, starring Benjamin Bratt, "The Chateau," (IFC Films) directed by Jesse Peretz, Griffin Dunne's "Lisa Picard is Famous," an official selection of the 2000 Cannes International Film Festival, "Illuminata," (Artisan) written, directed and starring John Turturro, with Susan Sarandon and Christopher Walken, an official selection at the 1998 Cannes Film Festival, "A Price Above Rubies" (Miramax), "I'm Not Rappaport" (Universal) and "Company Man" (Paramount).   

Penotti began his film career working under Sidney Lumet on features that include "Q+A," "Family Business" and "A Stranger Among Us." 


Currently, Penotti is in production on "Gary The Tennis Coach" to be directed by Danny Leiner ("Harold and Kumar Go To White Castle") and starring Seann William Scott.


He graduated Magna Cum Laude from Tufts University with a dual degree in Biology and Psychology. He was born in Paterson, New Jersey.

JAMIE GORDON

PRODUCER

Jamie Gordon is a partner in Fugitive Films, a company she founded with Courtney Potts in February, 2005.  A couple of months after co-founding Fugitive Films, Jamie produced the company’s first feature, Wedding Daze starring Jason Biggs, Isla Fisher and Joe Pantoliano and written and directed by Michael Ian Black. Prior to Fugitive Films, she was the Head of Development for GreeneStreet Films (GSF) for six years. Along with championing the five-time Oscar-nominated In the Bedroom, Gordon served as co-producer on both Fox's teen thriller, swimfan, and on Leon Ichaso's ALMA-award winning Pinero.  Last summer, Gordon co-produced Lion's Gate A Love Song for Bobby Long, which premiered at the Venice International Film Festival and stars John Travolta and Scarlett Johansson (who was nominated for a Golden Globe for her performance in the film). Most recently she produced the horror film “Scar,” co-written and directed by Jed Weintrob (On Line, The F-Word) and shot in 3D.

Prior to joining GSF, Gordon produced two independent features, Hellcab (aka Chicago Cab) which features John Cusack, Julianne Moore and Gillian Anderson, and Certain Guys, which stars Tom McCarthy and Diedrich Bader.  She began her career as a Story Editor for producer Wendy Finerman and assisted her on the Academy Award-winning film Forrest Gump. She then went on to work with executive producer Charles Newirth on two of Rob Reiner's films, The American President and Ghosts of Mississippi.  Gordon graduated with honors from Princeton University.
SAM HOFFMAN
PRODUCER

Most recently, Sam Hoffman wrapped “Tenderness,” which he co-produced for Greenestreet Films. Starring Russell Crowe, John Foster and Laura Dern, the dramatic thriller is currently in post-production.

In the fall of 2005, Hoffman produced “Wedding Daze,” also for Greenestreet. The romantic comedy, written and directed by Michael Ian Black, stars Jason Biggs and Isla Fisher and will have its world premiere at the Toronto Film Festival in September of 2006.

Recently, Paramount Pictures optioned Hoffman’s screenplay “Trapped” (based on the book of the same name.) The project, now in active development, is currently entitled “Floyd Collins,” and will be directed by Billy Bob Thornton.

“The Ride Home,” a short film directed by Hoffman, played in film festivals throughout the United States and internationally, including the prestigious Palm Springs and AFI festivals. Distributed by Hypnotic, it received Academy Award consideration and was broadcast on the Sundance Channel. Hoffman has also directed television commercials and many Second Units.

During his career as an Assistant Director, Sam Hoffman teamed with many prestigious directors including, among others:  Woody Allen, Wes Anderson, Mel Brooks, Richard Linklater and Nicholas Hytner.  

Hoffman graduated with Honors from the University of Pennsylvania. He lives in New York City with his wife Andrea Crane, a Senior Specialist in Impressionist and Modern art at Christie’s Auction House.
COURTNEY POTTS

PRODUCER

Courtney Potts is a partner in Fugitive Films, a company she founded with Jamie Gordon in 2005.  Within the first six months of founding Fugitive Films, Potts produced “Wedding Daze” directed by Michael Ian Black and starring Jason Biggs and Isla Fisher, which premiered at the 2006 Toronto Film Festival and will be released by MGM in Spring, 2007.   Most recently she produced the horror film “SCAR,” co-written and directed by Jed Weintrob (On-Line, The F-Word) and shot in 3D. 

Before founding Fugitive Films, Potts was Director of Development for GreeneStreet Films (GSF), a leading independent film company based in New York.  At GreeneStreet, she was involved in all aspects of creative development: from script development and casting to editing.  Projects included: “Uptown Girls” (MGM) starring Brittany Murphy, “Piñero” (Miramax) starring Benjamin Bratt and Fisher Stevens’ “Just a Kiss” (Paramount Classics).  She also developed a number of original television series for GSF.  
Potts served as Associate Producer on “swimfan” (20th Century Fox), the number one box office hit starring Erika Christensen and Jesse Bradford.  

Prior to joining GreeneStreet, she developed and produced television advertising campaigns for such clients as Miller Beer, M&M Mars and Procter & Gamble.
FISHER STEVENS

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

As an actor, producer and director, Fisher Stevens is known for wearing many hats.  

He made his Broadway debut at the age of 18, in the Tony Award-winning play "Torch Song Trilogy." On stage, he went on to perform in Nicholas Hytner's revival of "Carousel," Neil Simon's "Brighton Beach Memoirs," Terence McNally's "A Perfect Ganesh," Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night" and "A Midsummer Nights Dream" at the New York Shakespeare Festival.   

As an actor, Stevens made his motion picture debut at the age of sixteen in the horror film "The Burning."  But, it was "The Flamingo Kid" in 1984 that established Stevens as a serious young actor.  Since then, Stevens has gone on to star in such films as "My Science Project," "Reversal of Fortune," "Short Circuit," "Hackers," "Only You," "Undisputed," and many others.  TV credits include two years as a series regular on CBS' "Early Edition," (1996- 2000) for which he also directed numerous episodes, FOX's "Key West," and guest roles on "Friends," "Frasier," and "Columbo."  Currently, he can be seen on the big screen in the critically-acclaimed "Factotum."   

On the production front, Stevens co-founded the New York-based theater company NAKED ANGELS in 1986, which is still going strong after fifteen years.  Members include Matthew Broderick, Marisa Tomei, Rob Morrow, Kenneth Lonnergan, and Gina Gershon.  Stevens has produced and directed a number of NAKED ANGELS productions including "Here Lies," one of eight one-act plays entitled "Fear: An Issues Project" starring Dominic Chianese ("The Sopranos") at the Greenwich Street Theatre. He also starred in the critically-acclaimed production of "Shyster" by Bryan Goluboff with Annabella Sciorra and Phyllis Newman.   

In 1995, Stevens made his short film directing debut with "Call of the Wylie," starring Amy Irving and Patrick Breen which he produced with John Penotti.  The film premiered in competition at the Sundance Film Festival in 1995.  It was after this successful collaboration that he and Penotti formed GreeneStreet Films (GSF), a leading production New York based production company.   

Under GreeneStreet's banner, Stevens has executive produced several films including the five-time Oscar-nominated "In the Bedroom," (Miramax) directed by Todd Field, starring Sissy Spacek, Marisa Tomei, and Tom Wilkinson, the critically-acclaimed comedies "The Chateau," (IFC Films) starring Paul Rudd and directed by Jesse Peretz and "Lisa Picard is Famous," (First Look) directed by Griffin Dunne and produced by Mira Sorvino and Dolly Hall. The mockumentary was an official selection of the 2000 Cannes International Film Festival.    

"Just A Kiss" marked Stevens directorial debut.  This romantic comedy starring Taye Diggs, Ron Eldard, Kyra Sedgwick, Marley Shelton and Marisa Tomei was released by Paramount Classics in September of 2002.    


Stevens also produced  the three time ALMA award winning "Piñero" (Miramax) by writer/director Leon Ichaso based on the life of poet/playwright Miguel Piñero ("Short Eyes"), starring Benjamin Bratt in the title role, Talisa Soto, Rita Moreno and Mandy Patinkin, the hit romantic comedy, "Uptown Girls," starring Brittany Murphy and Dakota Fanning, directed by Boaz Yakin, the soon-to-be-released "Slow Burn," (Lionsgate) a sexy thriller starring Ray Liotta, LL Cool J, Mekhi Pfeifer and Taye Diggs, and 2004's "Yes" (Sony Classics) featuring three-time Oscar nominee Joan Allen and Sam Neill. 

This year marks a busy one for Stevens and GreeneStreet - he is the executive producer on "A Prairie Home Companion" (Picturehouse) and "Once in a Lifetime" (Miramax) which were both in theaters this summer, "Wedding Daze" (Jason Biggs, Isla Fisher, directed by Michael Ian Black) which debuted at this year's Toronto Film Festival and was acquired by MGM, "Awake" (Jessica Alba, Hayden Christiansen, Terrence Howard), slated for release by The Weinstein Company in 2007 and "Tenderness" directed by John Polson starring Russell Crowe and "Bill" starring Alba and Aaron Eckhart the latter of which are both in post-production. 

Currently, the company is in production on "Gary The Tennis Coach" directed by Danny Leiner ("Harold And Kumar Go To White Castle") starring Seann William Scott.
BRUNA PAPANDREA

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Bruna Papandrea was born and raised in Australia where she began her career as a film and commercials producer. In 1993 she moved to New York to produce the independent film Lifebreath and returned to Australia where she produced the award-winning short film Three Chords And A Wardrobe as well as the feature film Better Than Sex, which sold to over 20 countries and was distributed domestically in the States by the Samuel Goldwyn Company.  

In 2001, Bruna moved to London where she worked as a producer at Mirage Enterprises, the company created by Anthony Minghella and Sydney Pollack. At Mirage, Bruna oversaw the Philip Noyce film The Quiet American as well as acquired several high profile properties including the novel The Ninth Life of Louise Drax for Anthony Minghella which he is currently adapting to direct as his next film.  Bruna developed many projects while at Mirage, including Triage, based on the novel by Scott Anderson to be directed by Danis Tanovic (No Man’s Land) and is still attached as a producer of that film.  

Bruna then made the move to New York to be the Creative Director for Greenestreet Films, a leading independent production company.  In her tenure at Greenstreet, Bruna developed and acquired a slate of movies for the company.

Bruna recently acted as the Executive Producer on the upcoming comedy Wedding Daze starring Jason Biggs and Isla Fisher. 

In 2006 Bruna was named president of Groundswell Productions, overseeing creative operations for the indie financing and production company formed by producer Michael London. She recently served as Executive Producer on Groundswell’s first production The Mysteries of Pittsburgh written and to be directed by Rawson Thurber from the Michael Chabon novel of the same name. And currently, she is producing the comedy, Smart People starring Dennis Quaid, Thomas Haden Church, and Sarah Jessica Parker.
TIM WILLIAMS

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Tim Williams is Head of Production for GreeneStreet Films, a leading independent production company based in New York.

Williams oversees all aspects of production from prep to delivery. He also serves as producer or executive producer on many of GSF’s projects. 

Most recently, he executive produced “Bill” starring Aaron Ekhart, “Tenderness” with Russell Crowe and Director John Polson, Joby Harold’s “Awake” starring Jessica Alba and Hayden Christenson and “Wedding Daze,” Michael Ian Black’s directorial debut starring Jason Biggs and Isla Fisher which will make its debut at this year’s Toronto International Film Festival. Currently, he is executive producing Danny Leiner’s next film “Gary the Tennis Coach” which will star Seann William Scott.

In addition, Williams produced the soon-to-be-released “Slow Burn” (Lions Gate) with Ray Liotta, LL Cool J and Mekhi Phifer which premiered at the Toronto Film Festival last year and “Once in a Lifetime,” (Miramax) the documentary about the New York Cosmos which debuted at the Berlin and Tribeca Film Festivals in 2006 and was released this summer to great reviews. 

Prior producing credits include; co-producer on the Oscar nominated “In the Bedroom” (Miramax), producer on the multi-ALMA award winning “Piñero” (Miramax) starring Benjamin Bratt, and executive producer on Fisher Stevens’ directorial debut “Just a Kiss” (Paramount Classics), the number one box office hit “swimfan” (20th Century Fox) and “Uptown Girls” (MGM).

Williams oversaw production on the following GSF’s projects currently in release, production or post-production: Robert Altman’s “A Prairie Home Companion,” (Picturehouse) and Sally Potter’s “Yes” (Sony Classics).

His background comes from many years as an assistant director/set PA on numerous features (working with such directors as: Sidney Lumet, Mike Nichols, Penny Marshall, Susan Seidelman, and Paul Mazursky and such producers as: Burtt Harris, Larry Gordon, Laurence Mark, Walter Parkes and Scott Rudin), combined with seven years running a London-based new writing theatre company and venue where he produced, directed and/or wrote more than twenty new plays for the stage.

He has been a visiting lecturer at both Columbia and New York Universities and currently he serves on the Board of Directors for IFP.
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