HOT FUZZ

Nick Frost Q&A

Born in Essex, Frost worked as a waiter and undertook a number of low key acting jobs before gaining fame as Mike in the British comedy Spaced, which was written by Simon Pegg and Jessica Stevenson and aired on UK’s Channel 4. Frost created the character of Mike to amuse Pegg, his flatmate at the time, and the latter liked it so much that he wrote the character into Spaced. Frost then collaborated with Spaced duo Edgar Wright and Simon Pegg on Shaun of the Dead and re-teams with the pair for action comedy Hot Fuzz. 
Q. How would you best describe this film? Is it Heartbeat meets Tony Scott or 
The Vicar of Dibley meets Bad Boys II...?

Nick Frost: I like The Midsomer Murders meets Michael Mann or Brokeback Mountain meets The Bill. They all do the job.

Q. When thinking about yours and Simon's relationship in the movie, I'm surprised you didn't start off really antagonistic and then grow to love each other, the 'buddy movie' way?

NF: Danny's smart but he's not pretentious enough to be antagonistic. He just immediately likes Nick. Danny's not sure why he's a policeman and he says in the film "because dad does it" - that's probably the only reason he is a policeman. He's a great fan of action films so when he sees Simon's character he sees the perfect example of what a copper should be like, he's the nearest thing to an action hero. So from Danny's point of view it's love at first sight.

Q. You're happy to play the fool as it were?

NF: That's what the role is, that's how it works in this film.  It's like your two best mates have written this part for you, it's great. 

Q. Are you involved in the writing process?

NF: They write it but we're always together more or less when we're in town. They throw a few things out and I'll throw some things back and we'll get to two weeks before the rehearsals when we sit down and go through all our bits together and the script generally.  I'll get a chance to say "what about this" or "will this work?". They're pretty on it but if you're so close to something sometimes somebody from outside will see something else and at that point they're very gracious. But once it comes to the shoot it's all done and ready to go. I have a little input.

Q. The three of you work so well together being such good mates, but is there a concern that you'll be seen as the people that always take genre and do a kind of satire?

NF: I don't know.  What else are you supposed to do in films?  Any film that's made you can pigeon hole into a genre, and it's difficult to make a film that's not in any genre.  So it's not a bad pigeon hole to be in, there are worse places to be in. You have to do things that you feel passionate about and things you love. We love zombies and action films, Simon and I are doing a Sci-Fi thing next.

Q. Without Edgar?

NF: Edgar's going to be involved but I'm not sure to what level at the moment. It's all very secret squirrel so I can't tell you anything about it yet. We went away for about a week and drove across America in a motor-home, we don't have any motorbike experience, so it was just a motor-home.

Q. Will some international audiences find it hard to equate to the very quaint Britishness?

NF: The Americans gave us the Simpsons and Arrested Development and they love The Office and Little Britain. They do get it. I guess there are some language issues that they don't get but basically they get it.  Hopefully they'll like the quaintness of it.  As Simon was saying earlier, Gloucestershire and Somerset are not parts of the country that are shown very often on films, it's normally London or Manchester.  Hopefully they'll see it and flock to Somerset!

Q. Can you remember what the first action film was that really grabbed you? 

NF: I didn't wake up until I was 28.  I remember seeing Rocky with my brother, coming out of the cinema and punching him in the guts.

Q. Good job you didn't see Driller Killer with him...

NF: Absolutely. Star Wars is an action film, the Star battle I love that.

Q. Do you have a particular favourite line in this film?

NF: Paddy Considine has a line when he say "Murder, murder, murder."  I love the way he says it; he's amazing in this film, De Niro-ing it up.  One of us called him Raging Bullring. They're both very good the Andy’s. It took us ages to shoot that scene because you couldn't open that door and not laugh every time.

Q. Do you have a favourite line from an action film in general?

NF: Simon and Edgar are much better at this than me.  I'm not as in to it as they are, less a movie geek than they are.  I like what I like really.

Q. You've got a couple of TV shows, can you tell me about them?

NF: Mouse Trap was a sketch show I did last year and it did quite well surprisingly.  It's quite weird because you sit and make 800 sketches in six weeks and because you're so close you lose what you think is funny.  You make so many that you lose sight of it, and when you see them you think actually it's alright, you know.  

Q. Were you involved in the writing?

NF: No, there's a big team of writers that you never see and they just pump them out. I also  did a show called Hyperdrive last year which got a second series and that starts in April. It's a cross between Blake 7 and Rising Damp, don't ask.  I'm the commander of a space ship that looks like the post office tower, but horizontal rather than vertical. It's a lot of fun to make but it tends to get panned critically.

Q. Simon was a bit upset by the press reaction to Big Nothing...

NF: People expect Simon Pegg, then they get an American accent and don't know what to think.  It's a difficult thing to do to keep up an accent.

Q. Are you at the stage in the US where people will recognise you?

NF: Yeah, quite a lot.  It's nice. Simon and I drove to a place called in Nevada in the motor-home and it was so remote that it took us a day to get there. The remotest place you ever want to drive to right in the Area 51, it's very The Hill Have Eyes.  You drive down a road that's 50 miles long and you get to a bump and you think "what's over here?" and it's another road that's 50 miles long.  We got a beer when we arrived and two guys came over and said "Oh my god it's Shaun of the Dead."  In the middle of nowhere. It's nice, weird but nice. The new films going to take place in an RV so we were deep undercover.

Q. What's the best action cliché?

NF: I think it's the homoerotic subtext to these types of films.  Even with John Mclean and the big fat copper at the other end of the phone there's an immediate connection.

Q. Speaking of John McLean, Simon's on the cover of Empire with him?  Why aren't you on the cover?

NF: It's my place in the pecking order.  It doesn't bother me. Simon's on the cover and he's my best mate, it doesn't bother me.

Q. What was the highlight of making this movie?

NF: Meeting Jim Broadbent. I've seen him at awards but never had a real chance to have a go on him, you know what I mean.  He's great, he's so naughty on set.  It was great, some of the greatest things about making this film were when we were off set.  Simon and I had this little cottage with a big swimming pool, Saturdays we'd have a BBQ and watch the FA cup, everyone would come over.  When you're down in Somerset with no family those things really matter, they really drag you through it.  And also firing guns.  I'm a big gun man, I love guns so it was a pleasure to get on set and just fucking shoot guns. We had a meeting and I said I always wanted a little snub-nosed party gun.
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