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Gillian Anderson was born in Chicago, Illinois.   Her formative years were spent in London, where her family lived for nine years whilst her father studied film production.    The family eventually moved back to the US and settled in Grand Rapids, Michigan where Gillian’s flair for drama was first discovered.  Her teen years were pretty wild, dabbling with the punk rock scene, but it was acting that really inspired Gillian and after graduating from high school in 1986, she studied at the prestigious DePaul University’s Goodman Theater.   Graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Arts, she went on to attend a three-week workshop run by the UK’s National Theatre at Cornell in New York.  At the age of twenty-two, Gillian headed for New York to pursue a career in acting.
Her first break came with the off-Broadway stage production of “Absent Friends” for which Gillian received a Theater World Award in 1991.  Shortly afterwards she took a role in the low-budget feature film “The Turning” and then moved to Los Angeles.  1993 marked the turning point in Gillian’s career when she was cast as Agent Dana Scully in the new Fox Network pilot TV show “The X Files”.   “I couldn’t put the script down!” recalls Gillian.

She went on to play “Scully”  in “The X Files”  for nine consecutive seasons until May 2002.  During this time she garnered two Screen Actor’s Guild Awards, an Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama series and a Golden Globe for Best Performance by an Actress in a TV Series (Drama).  In 1998 she starred in the movie“The X Files: Fight the Future” as well as appearing in “The Mighty” and “Hellcab”.  In 2000 Gillian made “X Files” history by becoming the first woman to write and direct an episode.  
December 2004 saw Gillian in the starring role as Lily Bart in Terence Davies’ celebrated House of Mirth for which she received a BIFA Best Actress accolade and a Best Performance award from the Village Voice Critic’s Poll.  She then went on to receive rave reviews for performances on the London stage in Michael Weller’s “What the Night is For” and “The Sweetest Swing in Baseball”.  Other notable feature film roles followed with “The Mighty Celt” opposite Robert Carlyle, “Tristram Shandy: A Cock and Bull Story” and the BBC’s internationally acclaimed “Bleak House” in which Gillian played Lady Dedlock.  Her most recent credits include “The Last King of Scotland” and “Straightheads”, “Robbie & the Reindeer in Close Encounters of the Herd Kind” for which she provided the voice of Queen Vorkana, as well as “Boogie Woogie”, “No-one Gets Off in This Town” and “How to Lose Friends and Alienate People”. 
Gillian Anderson currently resides in London with her teenage daughter Piper, her eighteen month old son Oscar and her partner, businessman Mark Griffiths.

The eagerly-awaited new movie“The X Files:  I Want To Believe” based on the award-winning TV series opens 25th July 2008.  Directed by series creator Chris Carter and co-written by Carter and Frank Spotnitz, the film reunites Gillian Anderson with her series co-star David Duchovny as the two reprise their roles of “Agent Dana Scully” and “Agent Fox Mulder”.
A supernatural thriller, the new movie sees “Mulder” continuing in his unshakable quest for the truth, whilst “Scully,” the passionate, ferociously intelligent physician, remains inextricably tied to his pursuits.
The dynamic of their relationship remains the same, as Gillian Anderson explains, “Mulder comes to her with ideas which she continues to challenge”.  “Scully” is a fiercely talented and principled medical doctor, forensic pathologist and FBI agent.  She’s as practical and pragmatic as ever and at the heart as Gillian concludes “she’s a scientist, a serious woman who is interested in justice for humankind”.
***
Q:
The plot of this movie is obviously very much under wraps and Chris Carter describes it as like “a Christmas present” because he doesn’t want to spoil the surprise.   What are you allowed to tell us?




A:
There’s not much I can tell you!  I was there, and I did read the script but I can’t tell you much more!  All I can say is that it’s going to be pretty scary and pretty horrifying.
Q
Would you let your kids watch it?
A:    
My daughter who is thirteen-and-a-half years of age, spends her time watching films like Saw  so this is nothing on that!  But my 18 month old son definitely isn’t going to be watching it!
Q:
Will we see a change in your character Dana Scully in this movie?
A:
You’ll see an older Dana Scully and a more mature Dana Scully.
The writers had a very tall order to fit in all the different elements that might have been requested from audience members. I think they’ve done a very good job in presenting the characters where they are today, after the TV series and in making the film different to what we’ve seen before but in maintaining enough similarities and still making the characters recognizable.
Q:  
Did you have any reservations about taking up the role again?
A:  
It was always an agreement that once the series was over we’d do another movie, but we thought it would take place sooner that it did.  We were all positive about it, but it was just about when it was going to take place.  There’s a big difference between doing a series non-stop and coming together for a couple of months to revisit a character for a feature.  The idea of revisiting her a few years later was appealing.
Q:   
Do you still get recognized as Dana Scully?
A:
I’m used to having different hair colour than I do now, so people usually recognize me when I’m too far away from them!
Q:
How is Chris Carter as a director?
A:  
He directed quite a few of our episodes in the TV series so we were used to his particular way of working.  He’s very calm and measured and he’s miraculously able to juggle a thousand things at the same time.  He has this ability to keep everything on an even keel. It’s a nice energy to be around.    He’s very talented as a director and has a wonderful eye.
Q:
There’s quite a trend for TV series that look at conspiracy theories.  How do you think they compare with The X Files?
A:
I’m not familiar with those shows.  At the time we were doing conspiracy theories in our series in the 1990s it was hard to tell how much of it was timely under the Clinton administration.    It was easier to question authority.  Under the current administration there’s all the more reason but less ability to have freedom of speech to be able to touch on those subjects as it was in the Clinton era.  It’s a different climate.
Q:  
Your character is the more skeptical of the Mulder and Scully duo.  Would you say you are more spiritual or skeptical as a person?
A:  
In this film Scully deals very much with her own faith and her faith is incredibly important to her (she’s a devout Catholic).  My own beliefs in spirituality are important but not with the same intensity as hers.  In general though I tend to be more spiritual than skeptical.
Q:
If David Duchovny hadn’t signed up for the movie would you still have made it?
A:  
It was David who got the film idea resurrected.  He wanted to move it forward.  If either of us weren’t interested in making it, the movie wouldn’t have happened.  I’ve been in contact with Chris and David since the end of the series and it’s always been part of our future together.
Q:
How was it working with David Duchovny again?

A:
It felt very familiar being back together.  It was fun.   It’s interesting to come back from a very different perspective and to want to make the movie as good as we could possibly make it.   We could take more time with scenes and step back.  With the TV series it was very different as you just wanted to get the day done because you got so tired.   With the film we worked as a team to make the scenes as good as we could.
Q:   
Working together for so long on the TV series must have been quite stressful at times.  What was it really like working so closely with David?
A:  
I think it was varied.  Some days we couldn’t stand each other and others we were laughing hysterically together.  David always says it was like an arranged marriage – that’s exactly what it was like. We were stuck in this situation.  It didn’t mean we had to automatically like or love each other, but some days you do like and love each other.
Q:
You’re adapting the Elizabeth Rosner book Speed of Light  and are planning to direct it.  How’s that going?
A:
Slowly! I either keep moving, having a baby or doing a film so it’s taking me time to do that adaptation but I’m gradually getting there.
Q:  
How do you balance your work life and your home life?
A:
It’s challenging to maintain a relationship with a partner, spend enough time with your baby and teenage daughter and do a 16 hour day!  You have to be judicious about where you put your energy and store your energy. X Files is the longest shoot I’ve done in a while - almost  two and half months.  The other projects have been three, four or five weeks at a time.  It wouldn’t choose to do such a long shoot again quickly because it takes its toll.
Q:
Would you like to do more theatre work?
A:
Definitely.  I’m actually doing something here in the UK at the beginning of next year but I’m not allowed to talk about it yet as they’re just about to announce it!  It’s a classic but it’s not Shakespeare.  It has very good people attached to it and will be on a good stage in London and I’m very excited about it that’s all I can say.
Q:
As a teenager you were a punk.  Is your teenage daughter going through a similar stage?
A:
She’s definitely on the verge – she wears kohl pencil around her eyes and funky clothes and listens to avant garde music. I think she’s about to jump into something herself, so I’ve definitely got payback!
Q:
Does your daughter have plans to enter the film business?

A:
For ages I’d be saying to people, no she doesn’t want to be an actress. She’s very artistic and has always been a really good artist and I assumed that’s the way she wanted to go but for the past couple of years she’s been saying she wants to be a director.
Q:
Do you think the day will come when you’ll be directed by your daughter?

A:
Potentially!  She’s already made a couple of cool films on her computer.  They were quite impressive so it looks like she’s heading in that direction.
Q:
You spent a large part of your childhood growing up in London and you live in London now.  Does it feel like home to you rather than the US?
A:
Definitely.  I love the city.  When I’m away I miss it.  I feel comfortable here. My childhood may have influenced that -  it has a lot to do with the familiarity but I prefer Europe generally - the mentality, the world consciousness  and the pace is much better than the States. There’s so much of it that appeals to my sensitivity. I don’t know if that was instilled in me because I grew up here or whether I was born with it and would have ended up here anyway.
Q:
How was it working with Billy Connolly in the latest The X Files:  I Want to Believe?

A:
Billy Connolly was hysterical.  He’s one of the funniest men I’ve ever met.  He’s a joy and a lovely man who is very content in his life, his world and his family.  I’d go in grumbling some days but everything was always just fine with Billy, so that was good because in the end I’d just shut up!   He’s a good guy.
Q:
Will there be another X Files movie after this?

A:
If this goes well, the intention is that we’ll come together in a couple of years to do another, then another.
Q:
Was this a tough, physical shoot for you?  What was the atmosphere like during shooting?
A:
It was more physical for David than for me.  There was a good atmosphere on set.  There was a good feeling because a lot of the same crew we’d worked with before in Canada were on it so it was great seeing them again and to trust the quality of their work. David had a much more grueling schedule that I did. I had a lot of dialogue.   It was a tough shoot though.  We shot in Whistler and it was 18 degrees below freezing, then for three weeks we filmed in an abandoned mental institution which was dark and depressing but generally it was a good shoot and a good team.
Q:
Was your baby on set with you?

A:
Yes, he was in Vancouver with me all the time
Q:
What  do you do when you’re not working?
A:
I have no idea!  I took my daughter to the Tate Britain to see the Peter Doig show the other day. I pick her up from school, I spend time with my son during the day, and we go to movies, cook dinner and get take-outs.  I’m going to see Radiohead  with my daughter – they’re my favourite band.  Some friends took her to see The Spice Girls when I was away. At least I didn’t have to go!

Q:
What’s the tattoo you have on your wrist?
A:
I had it done about five or six years ago.  I was told it was Sanskrit when it was done but its Hindi and it’s one of the eight limbs of yoga.   
Q:
Do you practice yoga?  
A:
Yes I do.
-ends-
