David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson reunite as Mulder and Scully for the thrilling new THE X-FILES:  I WANT TO BELIEVE – more terrifying, more intriguing and more emotional than ever before.   Audiences can expect a film that is spooky and spellbinding, with an original storyline that will also take the relationship of Mulder and Scully to an entirely new level. Directed by THE X-FILES creator Chris Carter, it also stars Amanda Peet, Xzibit and Billy Connolly.            

  STRICTLY TOP SECRET – THE DETAILS ARE UNDER WRAPS – the x-files: i want to believe PROMISES TO BE CHILLING AND COMPELLING, A STORY THAT IS ROOTED IN REALITY BUT ALSO HAS FAR-REACHING REPERCUSSIONS FOR HUMANITY.  
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THE X-FILES are reopened as Mulder and Scully return for one of the year’s mostly eagerly awaited movies. David Duchovny is back as Fox Mulder, reuniting with Gillian Anderson who once again plays Dana Scully, in THE X-FILES: I WANT TO BELIEVE, a dark and terrifying supernatural thriller.  Although the plot is under wraps, we do know that the gripping and disturbing story is in the best tradition of the show’s most riveting and acclaimed episodes.  Mulder is the believer on a quest for the truth. Scully, the ferociously intelligent and skeptical doctor, remains pragmatic and skeptical as they try to unravel another seemingly inexplicable case.  This time, however, much more is at stake on a global but also very personal level. The relationship between the two characters develops in unexpected directions. Mulder and Scully both continue to be enormously attractive and the emotional dynamic between them remains complex and fascinating.

“The chemistry between David and Gillian was magical from the beginning. Mulder and Scully have an intellectual romance that's very rare and restrained,” comments the film’s director Chris Carter, who created THE X-FILES. The new movie, from Twentieth Century Fox, was written by Chris Carter and Frank Spotnitz.
The long anticipated film, which also stars Amanda Peet, Billy Connolly and Xzibit, will thrill THE X-FILES fans around the globe but is set to attract new audiences.  It is a stand alone story that is fresh and different, with broad appeal. 

THE X-FILES was first shown on TV in 1993 and soon became fantastically popular, with a dedicated following. The show’s blend of horror, conspiracy thriller and supernatural suspense contributed to its international success.  The first THE X-FILES film came out in 1998. 

David Duchovny grew up in New York and attended Princeton University, where he completed his degree. He also has a Masters degree in English literature from Yale University. Fully intending to pursue an academic career, he changed direction and decided to start acting.

He was nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series for THE X-FILES, in 1997; he won a best actor Golden Globe Award.  Duchovny went on to direct two critically acclaimed episodes of THE X-FILES titled: HOLLYWOOD A.D. and THE UNNATURAL.

His film credits include KALIFORNIA, THE RAPTURE, CHAPLIN, BEETHOVEN, EVOLUTION, PLAYING GOD, ZOOLANDER and FULL FRONTAL. In 2005 he directed his first film, HOUSE OF D. He recently appeared in TRUST THE MAN and THINGS WE LOST IN THE FIRE.

He won a Golden Globe earlier this year for his starring role as Hank Moody in the highly praised American TV series, CALIFORNICATION.  He is married to actress Tea Leoni and they have two children. 

Softly spoken and handsome with chiseled features and a disarming personality, the actor, 47, dressed in a gray sweater and jeans, sat down in Los Angeles to discuss the new film.

Q: What is it like returning to THE X-FILES?

A: “I had always said to Chris (Carter) that I thought it would be natural to continue THE X-FILES in the form of a movie franchise because the characters and the framework generate stories. It was always a great premise and idea about these two people, the guy who wants to believe and the brilliant, skeptical doctor. So coming back was great. ”

Q: Was it strange to portray Mulder again?

A: “It was a little difficult at first. I certainly had a fear about the film and wondered whether I looked completely different. Everyone does look different of course (he laughs). This is ‘Older Mulder’. So there was that kind of concern. There was something very young and innocent about Mulder in the beginning. He really believed that he could solve all the mysteries and win all the battles. And I think after nine years of the show, when he lost every single battle, something changed in him psychologically as well as physically so I wanted to explore those changes in the film.”

Q: Can you discuss specifically how Mulder has grown and changed?  Has he become more cynical over the years?

A: “He’s not more cynical but he is essentially quite heroic. His heroism lies in the fact that he doesn’t give up, that he is going to uncover the truth and unmask the lies so it’s not so much a cynicism as a little fatigue that he has at the beginning. But I guess what is interesting to me in terms of the character is that he is now   15 years older than the first time we saw him in 1993 and six years older than the last time we saw him. I wanted to honor that; I didn’t want to freeze the guy in time.  I was certainly playing him differently in 2002 than I was in 1993 so the guy got older, not just in a negative sense. He’s maturing. And what this movie is about, at least for Mulder, is rediscovering the energy that he had when we first met him. So I would say that when this movie ends, Mulder is more like the original character than when this movie starts, if that makes sense. None of us stay in the same place so I said, ‘How do we keep him moving?’ I am not saying he’s getting better, just moving. I didn’t want to make him a cartoon that is essentially always the same, like Bond or whatever. That is not what we were doing.”     

Q: Were there other challenges?

A: “At first I felt I wanted to change things about the character simply because there was a superstitious sense in which I was worried about repeating myself. I didn’t want to be stepping in the same river twice.  Why would we try to do that? It would seem false. Then there were concerns about changing too much so it was all about finding the right balance. You can’t help bringing your life experience into the character and that changes things at some point.  We got to the stage where we just allowed it to be what it was and it worked well.” 

Q: How rigorous was it with all the outdoors action in the freezing cold?

A: “It was rigorous – rigor mortis! It was so cold.  We shot a lot in the snow and it looks beautiful on screen but it did not feel good on the feet. The atmosphere is eerie and spooky. There were very long nights spent outside and physically it was a very difficult shoot.” 

Q: Did you have to be in very good shape?

A:  “I am in good shape because I work out a lot. But you can be in shape for physical activity, yet it is still hard to stay up all night and shoot a film like this. Doing a movie is like going on a mission. You say, ‘Okay, I can get through this’ and you do.” 

Q: What can you say about the story, which I know is a well-guarded secret?

A: “It is definitely in the tradition of our darker and more frightening THE X-FILES, the kind of story that made our show so popular at the beginning when it was the scariest show on television. That is what we forgot as it became so big, that the show became popular in the first place because it was scary and there wasn’t anything on television as scary as THE X-FILES. So this goes back to the original impetus and goal, which was to scare the pants of people. I can’t elaborate more about the plot.”

Q: Are there similarities between you and Mulder? 

A: “I don’t know.  As an actor you try to say the words and fill out the character and do it from the inside out.  I never really concern myself with what the character actually does.  That’s almost like the clothes that he’s wearing. If you kill someone on screen, it doesn’t really mean you have to know what it’s like to kill somebody. I think we all have so much in us that it is just a matter of opening ourselves up and just allowing that particular part to shine through for a particular character.”

Q: What was it like working with Gillian Anderson again?

A: “We had a really good time. A highlight of the film for me was doing our first scene together and feeling relieved that it was still so good. We were both worried and frightened in case it wasn’t there, so we were very happy. ”I thought, ‘Hey, wow, there is still something strong there’. It was quite phenomenal.” 

Q: What is behind the chemistry of this relationship between you and Gillian?

A: “It is a marriage of minds between the characters, much more than physical attraction. To me, one of the interesting things about the dynamic of the relationship is that Mulder has the more traditional female attributes and Scully has the more traditional male qualities.   I think that was always the thing that kept them locked together as puzzle pieces. Mulder was more intuitive, a guesser.  He went by gut feelings and Scully was the more rational, methodical, scientific person. And usually when genders are stereotyped, it goes the other way, with men and women portrayed traditionally.   In this case the two of them complete with each other in a way. They are both lacking their more dominant side, which makes them a fascinating couple.”

Q: Was there intrinsic on-screen chemistry between the two of you as actors from the start?    

A: “There was and that is something that happens or doesn’t happen. If it does happen you are lucky. I have been on both sides of it happening and not happening and there is really no explaining it. I hope it never goes away. That would be terrible!”  

Q: What was it like working with Billy Connolly? You have Scottish heritage don’t you?   I know your mother is Scottish. 

A: “It was great working with Billy. My mother is so excited.  She is finally okay with my being an actor because I get to work with a Scotsman and it is Billy Connolly. He is fantastic; he is a kind of genius, one of those comedians who are also a really good actor. He has a great humanity. He’s not funny in the film.  It is a very dramatic role but he is funny when the camera’s not rolling. He is very engaged. He’s got an incredibly active mind and is wonderful company. The guy that you see on stage when he does his stand up comedy is pretty much Billy. He’s a guy who teases out questions and follows stories through with their absurd outcomes. He likes to talk and I like talking to him. I didn’t understand a word he said though!”

Q: What was it like working with the director, Chris Carter?

A: “I really enjoyed it.  I was so happy to be a guy he could lean on as his lead actor in his first movie and be there for him as a friend. My life was totally changed by my relationship with him as an employee and collaborator and an actor on THE X-FILES.  So I was thrilled to be able to help on this film by being reliable and responsible because this is his first film as a director although he directed five or six episodes of the show. He is meticulous.  He’s a perfectionist and he is selfish, which are good things for a director to be.  He won’t compromise.  He’s single minded and opinionated. He was fantastic.”

Q: How do you account for the success of the show over the years? Chris Carter says one reason is that it deals with the ultimate, universal question that fascinates everyone:  What is life all about? What are your own thoughts?

A: “I think it is true that everyone wants to know what life is is all about.  It is like a Holy Grail quest. I like the idea of Mulder’s quest, that if he can actually bring that evidence in he is going to prove many things: that we are not alone in the universe, that paranormal activity exists, and that life after death exists. These are all the things that the show was involved with and examined. In a show like LAW AND ORDER you are solving a murder mystery, which is satisfying and people love to watch that. In THE X-FILES though, you solve a murder but you also get the chance to look at one of the eternal questions.”

Q: THE X-FILES often deals with the afterlife, as we’ve discussed. Mulder is the believer.  What are your thoughts on life after death?

A: “I don’t believe anything happens after we die. Well, I lie to my kids because I don’t think children are capable of dealing with ultimate loss. My father died so they had to hear about that but before that it was dogs dying. Their conception is that my father is up in heaven with their dogs. In our minds he is (in heaven) so in a way, it’s true. I do believe in an afterlife that exists in this life.” 

Q: What about life on other planets?

A: “I have not seen any paranormal evidence but I do have suspicions. I think it makes more sense to believe that there is more to the world than just the physical and I think it makes more sense that there are other forms of life than live on this earth. Those things make intuitive sense to me but unlike Mulder, I have no evidence.”

Q: Do you believe in fate?

A: “I don’t believe in fate, only in retrospect. To me that’s the only way to deal with anything. You can’t say something else should’ve happened.  Something did happen and that must’ve been because it was supposed to happen.”

Q: Would you like to do more THE X-FILES movies?

A: “I am perfectly happy with the work we have done on THE X-FILES. If we never did another and if this is the last film we do, I am fine.  It is all a source of pride to me; we have done such good work for such a long time. However, having said, that I would love to continue to make THE X-FILES films.

Q: How do you pick your projects these days?

A: “With a Ouija board mostly!  No, it varies from project to project. Sometimes I look for a challenge.  Sometimes you think the film will do good business.  There are many criteria. Perhaps it’s a great story or a good comedy and I feel like it could be very funny, I don’t care if it’s a small role.  If it is an interesting story that I want to be involved in, I will do it. Maybe it’s something I’ve never done before and I’m terrified.  I enjoy that kind of challenge too.”

Q: Do you enjoy the fame that you have had since the start of THE X-FILES?

A: “Fame for me at this point is something I can’t make go away. I just don’t want it to be infamy. I would not be happy with that. I understand fame and I accept it and I get it and all that stuff. As an introvert it makes me uncomfortable but you know …. Poor pitiful me, whatever. Really it is fine.”

Q: What has been your greatest challenge?

A: “To have an aspiration or goal in mind, an artistic challenge, and not be so worried or sensitive about how it plays out, how the film or my performance is criticized and received by others. I am an entertainer.  We’re making movies for people to see; we’re not doing it in a vacuum. The challenge is to take the joy and creation of the project and hope it translates instead of worrying, ‘Oh my god who is going to like it?’”

Q: What are you most proud of?

A: “I am proud of my kids. I am proud of many personal things.  But professionally, I am proud that I have been an actor for 20 years and I am still in a nice position where I can do good work that I like and be viable in this business.  I have been around long enough to teach myself and be taught not only how to act but also how to write and how to direct, how to become a skilled craftsman. I am proud that I have served my apprenticeship.”

Q: You are regarded by women around the world as one of Hollywood’s most attractive (and intelligent) actors. Has that aspect of your success (being viewed as a heartthrob) since the start of THE X-FILES been enjoyable and how have you handled it?   

A: “The recognition and attention has been positive so I don’t mind at all. As for looks, I have an awareness of what I look like because of what I do. I don’t know whether that would be different if I weren’t an actor. Actors are confronted with aging on a daily basis. I look at films I did 20 years ago and I see what time does. Looks are in a way what you come to the table with. Not just your looks but the way you use your body and face. So we’re all concerned with appearance. Men have it easier because they say we look better as we get older. But I don’t look in the mirror too much. I brush my teeth. I put some stuff in my hair, comb it back and then I put on a pair of jeans and a shirt and go. And If I have to have to go somewhere and look good, Tea will help.”

Q: Are you still driven as an actor?

A: Yes. I am constantly driven as an actor, a writer a director. Samuel Beckett said, ‘Fail again fail better’ so I am always trying to fail better, not feel better. And this is all a goddamn failure. Every time you go out there you fail.  Even if the film is a great success, you know how you failed personally on some level so you go forward and try to fail better. Without wanting to sound pretentious, let us call it art for a moment. Well with art, there is no success.  Nothing’s perfect.  It’s just different shades of failure and I am saying that as an optimist. I don’t like people who give up. You have to have the balls to keep failing in life too. You’re never happy and fulfilled but a lot of people give up and I don’t, so I am proud of my balls!” 
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