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BLACK CHRISTMAS

Written and Directed by Glen Morgan

BLACK CHRISTMAS  Synopsis:

A remake of Bob Clark’s 1974 horror classic, Black Christmas. The movie tells the story about Billy, a young boy who was abused by his mother as a child. While his mother was cheating on Billy's father, she eventually killed his father and kept Billy in the attic - for good, while she was with her lover and starting a "new" family. As Billy's mother fell pregnant with a daughter and treated her with love, which Billy had never experienced with his mother, Billy came out of the attic after years and brutally murdered his mother and her lover. Cut to present day, a group of six sorority sisters consisting of Kelli (Katie Cassidy), Dana (Lacey Chabert), Lauren (Crystal Lowe), Megan (Jessica Harmon), Heather (Mary Elizabeth Winstead) and Melissa (Michelle Trachtenberg) and their house mother (Andrea Martin), who now live in Billy's childhood home, find themselves being harassed by threatening and intimidating mystery phone-calls during Christmas Break and as one of the girls goes missing, the girls begin being murdered one by one by no other than Billy...
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ABOUT THE CAST

Katie Cassidy (Kelli)

 Katie is an accomplished successful singer and actress. She is the daughter of both 70's pop idol, David Cassidy and former model, Sherry Benedon.

Cassidy grew up in Calabasas, California where she now currently lives with her mother, stepfather Richard, and half-sisters Jenna and Jamie.

As a child, Cassidy took gymnastics and eventually became a cheerleader for the California Flyers, a competitive team. She eventually cheered as a freshman for Calabasas High School where she attended classes.

As a teenager, Cassidy became interested in show business. She took acting, singing and dance lessons. Despite her father's disapproval, she landed a deal with Artemis Records to cover his 70's hit, "I Think I Love You". Cassidy was able to land a role in "Bubblegum Babylon", VH1's TV special on pop idols and the music business to help promote her singing career. Unfortunately, her cover failed to attract a large number of fans or a record deal.

While she was still signed with Artemis Records, she was introduced to the popular boyband Dream Street. This is where she first met Greg Raposo. They dated for a few months in 2002. She also met her current boyfriend, Jesse McCartney, another member of the group.

After her stint in the music business, Cassidy turned to modelling. She modeled for Abercrombie and Fitch and Guess?'s Rock and Republic line in 2004. She reportedly has plans to continue her modeling in the future.

Modeling helped open the door to Cassidy's acting career. She landed a number of jobs, including a recurring role as Zoe on 7th Heaven, where she has appeared several times. Following that, she appeared in the one-hour drama, "Sex Love and Secrets". Unfortunately, the series was cancelled after a few episodes.

Her 2006 projects include the horror remake When a Stranger Calls. She is scheduled to star in another horror remake, the murderous Christmas classic Black Christmas. The film is due to be released towards the end of 2006. Other projects for 2006 include Click, starring Adam Sandler, Walk the Talk, with Cary Elwes and Illeana Douglas, and You Are Here with Bijou Phillips, Lauren German, Patrick Flugar.
…..more

Mary Elizabeth Winstead (Heather)

Talented, young ingénue Mary Elizabeth Winstead is busy as ever these days.  

Winstead was last seen as the female lead in New Line Cinema’s “Final Destination 3.”  Previous film credits include “The Ring Two” with Naomi Watts; “Sky High” opposite Kurt Russell and Kelly Preston and the independent film “Checking Out.” 

On the small screen Winstead is probably best known for her role as ‘Jessica Bennett’ in the popular NBC daytime drama “Passions” for which she received nominations from the Hollywood Reporters’ Young Star Awards and the Young Artist Awards for her performance on the show.  Other television credits include the CBS series “Wolf Lake,” the MTV original telepic “Monster Island,” and guest roles in popular shows such as “Touched by an Angel,” “Tru Calling” and “Promised Land.”

Winstead, a cousin of the legendary Ava Gardner, is no stranger to the stage. She began her career in the performing arts as a dancer for which she studied ballet, tap and jazz.  Her theatre credits include “The Nutcracker” and the Broadway production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” with Donny Osmond.

Originally from Rocky Mount, North Carolina, Winstead now mostly resides in Los Angeles or wherever her next project takes her.  Despite her busy schedule, she is still finding time for higher education, taking college courses online. 

Lacey Chabert (Dana)

Though not evident at first, Lacey Nicole Chabert (pronounced sha-bare) is actually a real Southerner at heart. She was born on September 30th, 1982 in Purvis, Mississippi, and her father, Tony, is of Cajun descent. As a child, Chabert immediately gravitated toward the stage, appearing in dramatic and musical performances before reaching double digits in age. 
In 1991, this multi-talented actress was a junior vocalist finalist on Star Search. This opened the door to several TV opportunities, the first being a cough syrup commercial. Theater, however, loomed large in her future; Broadway came calling and for two years Chabert portrayed Cosette in the hit musical, Les Misrables.



After short stints in a handful of TV projects (including the soap All My Children), Chabert landed her most significant role on the long-running series, Party of Five. Though mainly a supporting player when the drama debuted on FOX in 1994, her portrayal of Claudia Salinger came to the forefront during the show's later years. When the incredible ride finally ended in 2000, the show had already produced two stars in Neve Campbell and Jennifer Love Hewitt, and few doubted that Lacey Chabert would be the third. 
This belief was based on Chabert's work during the drama's run. She appeared in the commercial hit but critical flop Lost in Space (1998) and showed a talent for cartoon voiceover work in the Nickelodeon show The Wild Thornberrys (as Eliza Thornberry, among others) and the cult hit Family Guy (as Meg before Mila Kunis took over), in addition to films like Anastasia (1997), The Lion King II: Simba's Pride (1998) and two installments of the American Tail animated trilogy (1999 and 2000). 
Coming out of a long-running TV show and reinventing oneself is never easy, even for a talent like Chabert. Her first effort post-Party was 2001's Tart, a B-movie at best, but she improved with a comedic performance in Not Another Teen Movie later that year, in which she spoofed Jennifer Love Hewitt's role in Can't Hardly Wait. But her bread and butter continued to be big-screen cartoon work, as she reprised her animated role of Eliza Thornberry for The Wild Thornberrys Movie (2002) and Rugrats Go Wild! (2003).
Always a stickler for putting out quality work, Chabert turned down several MTV-movie offers and instead took up two independent projects in 2002. Hometown Legend and The Scoundrel's Wife are both great films in which Chabert shows real talent -- they are recommended rentals.
In 2003, she got some great exposure in Daddy Day Care, starring Eddie Murphy. This, along with her animated voice work, is proof that this once shy and innocent woman is now poised for some serious time in the spotlight. 

…more



Michelle Trachtenberg (Melissa)

Trachtenberg had her first television appearance in 1988 in a commercial for Wisk Detergent. She went on to feature in over 100 more commercials. Her first credited role came in 1993. She played Nona F. Mecklenberg in The Adventures of Pete & Pete from 1994 until 1996. During the same period she played the second Lily Montgomery in All My Children. It was on All My Children that Trachtenberg first worked with future Buffy co-star, Sarah Michelle Gellar.

Trachtenberg's film career began in 1996 with the lead role in Harriet the Spy. She then returned to television for Meego, for which she won a Young Artist Award. She returned to film in 1999 for Inspector Gadget, as the gadget-master's niece, Penny. She also starred in the film Can't Be Heaven.

In the summer of 2000, Trachtenberg took up the role of Dawn Summers in Buffy the Vampire Slayer. She remained in the role until the show ended in 2003. Since Buffy, she has returned to film, with the recent Eurotrip, co-starring Scott Mechlowicz and Travis Wester and directed by Jeff Schaffer. She also had a recurring role in the HBO series Six Feet Under as Celeste, a spoiled pop star for whom Keith Charles serves as a bodyguard.

Her latest role in a feature film came March of 2005, where she played the title character in Walt Disney Pictures' family comedy/drama Ice Princess with Kim Cattrall. In this film, Trachtenberg plays a science whiz named Casey Carlyle who gives up her future academic life in order to chase her lifelong dream of being a professional figure skater.

Trachtenberg is currently dating Canadian actor Shawn Ashmore, although he was incorrectly selected as one of People magazine's "Hot Bachelors" of 2006. 

Oliver Hudson (Kyle)

Through his experiences while growing up on movie sets with his mother, Goldie Hawn, Oliver Hudson has developed a passion for all facets of filmmaking. As a talented young actor who has quickly captured the attention of audiences, he has built an impressive body of work, both on television and in films.  Behind the scenes, his creativity has led him to yet another passion for directing and producing in the areas of short films, features and television series. 

In May, Hudson will next be seen in the miniseries “10.5: Apocalypse”, the sequel to NBC’s successful earthquake television movie.  Hudson is currently in production on the horror film “Black Christmas” for 2929 Productions and Dimension Films.   Hudson stars opposite Michelle Trachtenberg and Mary Elizabeth Winstead for director Glen Morgan.  Hudson recently wrapped production on the independent horror film “The Breed” starring opposite Michelle Rodriguez, Taryn Manning and Eric Lively.  Hudson portrays ‘Jon Landon’, a scruffy and handsome young man who goes on a weekend getaway with friends to a private island only to discover that they are sharing the island with a pack of vicious killer dogs.  The film is directed by Nick Mastandrea and executive produced by Wes Craven. In 2004, Hudson returned to The WB to star in the fall drama, “The Mountain.” Hudson starred as ‘David Carver Jr.’, a young man who inherits control of an Aspen-inspired resort called Boundary Mountain after the passing of his grandfather.  The drama was executive produced by McG (“The O.C.” and “Charlie’s Angels”) and directed by David Barrett (“Fast Lane”).

Hudson previously starred on The WB in both “Dawson’s Creek” in its last season and in “Young Person's Guide to Becoming a Rock Star".  Hudson’s feature credits include the “Out Of Towners” with Goldie Hawn and Steve Martin, the independent feature “Kill The Man” with Luke Wilson, the independent feature “Smokers” with Dominique Swain, “Mary Jane’s Last Dance” and "Going Greek.”


At the early age of ten, Hudson and his best friend would shoot, act in, 

and screen their own short films.  Also an avid hockey player while growing up, Hudson was scouted by prep schools to play on the East Coast, but chose to finish high school in Los Angeles and later enroll in the film program at the University of Colorado.


With a desire to jump start his career in the film industry, Hudson moved back home to California and began working as a production assistant on the CastleRock film “Father’s Day” and then on the Warner Bros. feature “Conspiracy Theory.” Although he enjoyed working on both films, Hudson was still starved for the creative aspect of filmmaking. He began taking film classes at USC, which soon led to the creation of a ten-minute short film, which he wrote and directed. At the same time, a modeling agent spotted Hudson and started sending him out on theatrical auditions. Hudson developed a passion for the craft, and shortly thereafter, he stopped modeling and enrolled in acting class. Hudson soon landed his own theatrical agent and manager and immediately began working as an actor.

Hudson has also formed his own production company, Workshed, which will develop both film and television projects. Workshed is a division of Cosmic Entertainment, a family business formed by Oliver along with his mother, Goldie Hawn, Kurt Russell and sister, Kate Hudson.

Hudson currently resides in Los Angeles.

Andrea Martin (Mrs. Mac)

Andrea Martin has been seen in the feature films “New York Minute,” “Bogus,” “Wag the Dog,” “Hedwig and the Angry Inch,” “Stepping Out,” “All Over the Guy,” “My Big Fat Greek Wedding,” and “Cannibal Girls,” for which she won the Best Actress Award at SITGES, the international horror film festival of Spain. 

Martin co-starred in the television series “SCTV” for which she also won 2 Emmy Awards for writing and an Emmy nomination for Best Actress.  Her additional television credits include “My Big Fat Greek Life” in which she reprised her role from the popular film, along with appearances in “Damon,” “The Tracy Ullman Show,” “Ed,” “Crossing Jordan,” “Prince Charming,” and “Gypsy.”  She is also the recipient of 3 American Comedy Award nominations for several cable specials including her own “Andrea Martin Together” which also received a Cable Ace Award nomination for writing. 

She has lent her voice to an impressive list of animated projects including “Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius,” “The Rugrats Movie,” “The Simpsons,” “Superman,” and “Anastasia,” among others. 

Martin’s theater credits include her one woman show “Nude, Nude, Totally Nude,” which received a Drama Desk Award nomination. Her role in “My Favorite Year” earned her a Tony, Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle, and Theatre World Award. She was seen most recently on stage in the Broadway revival of “Fiddler on the Roof.” She also received Tony Award and Drama Desk Award nominations for her roles in the Broadway revivals of “Candide” and “Oklahoma!” She has been seen off-Broadway in “The Exonerated,” “The Vagina Monologues,” “Encores!,” “Out of this World,” and “The Merry Wives of Windsor.” 

Born in Portland, Maine, Martin is the proud mother of two sons, Jack and Joe, and lives in New York City.  
Crystal Lowe (Lauren)

Was born on 20th January 1981 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. At a young age she moved to Hong Kong with her family, and she is now fluent in Cantonese. In her teen years, Crystal started modeling and acting. She has won numerous beauty contests, has several magazine centrefolds and her figure has been molded into characters such as "Ring Girl" in Fight Night 2004, the video-game. As well as modeling, Crystal is a professional actress. She is most recongisable for her roles in *Final Destination 3 as Ashlyn and other movies including Scary Movie 4 (as one of Chingy's girls), Snakes on a Plane, Masters of Horror: Pick Me Up, Children of the Corn and many more. She has also starred in numerous plays, in which she often plays lead roles. 

The Film Makers

James Wong, Producer

Wong, born in Hong Kong, China, moved to the United States with his family at age 10 to San Diego, California. During his youth, he met his future writing partner Glen Morgan at El Cajon Valley High School.

Later on, he went to Loyola Marymount University, joining a comedy improv group. Originally seeking a major in engineering, he later switched to a film major after seeing Apocalypse Now in Cinerama Dome.

After graduating, Wong landed a job as an assistant to Sandy Howard. During this time, Wong and Morgan wrote screenplays, eventually having one produced.

With Morgan, he co-wrote The Boys Next Door, after this Wong became a story editor on the short-lived ABC crime drama Knightwatch. Later, with Morgan, Wong would work on many Stephen J. Cannell productions, including Wiseguy (as supervising producer), The Commish (as supervising producer), and as a staff writer and story editor for 21 Jump Street and its spinoff, Booker. Upon landing the The X-Files, Morgan and Wong were responsible for the creation of The Lone Gunmen, Agent Walter Skinner and the mutant Eugene Tooms.

In 1996, due to their success with The X-Files, Wong and Morgan were offered an $8 million, four-year contract deal with 20th Century Fox Television to write and produce television series, which lead into production duties on both The X-Files and Millennium. As part of this deal, Morgan and Wong went on to create the short-lived series Space: Above and Beyond. Later, the duo would go on to create and executive produce the short-lived NBC paranormal series, The Others.

In 2000, Wong directed Final Destination, a film Wong co-wrote with Morgan. Wong followed the directorial debut with The One, and with the second sequel to Final Destination. 

James Wong is married to Tina Wong, with whom he has three children.

Glen Morgan Writer/Director

The prolific and productive writing-producing team of Glen Morgan and James Wong played a major part in helping Fox-TV's "The X-Files" attain first cult status and eventual mass acceptance and acclaim. As staff writers and co-executive producers, they were responsible for crafting some of the series' most memorable stories and characters. Dour FBI man Assistant Director Skinner, creepy mutant Eugene Tooms and a trio of delightfully paranoid conspiracy theorists called The Lone Gunmen all sprung from their keyboard. Morgan and Wong also scripted episodes that provided valuable background and motivation for the show's two protagonists. 
Friends since high school, the pair studied film together at Loyola Marymount University before landing jobs as production assistants for producer Sandy Howard. They began writing screenplays together and managed to get one produced--"The Boys Next Door" (1985), a chilling account of suburban teen anomie turned deadly, starring Charlie Sheen and Maxwell Caulfield directed by Penelope Spheeris. 

Morgan and Wong segued to TV and landed jobs as writers and story editors for "Knightwatch" (ABC, 1988), a short-lived crime drama. They honed their skills under the auspices of Stephen J. Cannell Productions working variously as writers, story editors and producers on "21 Jump Street", "Booker" (both Fox, 1989-90), "Wiseguy" (CBS, 1990-91) and "The Commish" (ABC, 1991-93). Morgan and Wong truly blossomed on "The X-Files" (Fox, 1993-95) where they enhanced their reputation for emphasizing character as their primary story-engine. In addition, they demonstrated their skill at delicately balancing emotion and humor within their scenes. 

Morgan and Wong followed up by venturing out on their own as the creators and executive producers of "Space: Above and Beyond" (Fox, 1995-96), a military sci-fi adventure inspired by the sensibility of WWII movies. Of course, they also took on a considerable chunk of the writing chores. 
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On Set-Making of The Movie

“This is going to make Willard look like the Sound of Music” 

Robert Maclaughlin, DOP looking through the lens, just prior to the first shot of production.

In the dark interior of a Vancouver sound stage, a cast of happening twentysomething actresses is putting the final touches on Black Christmas, a remake of the seminal 1974 Canadian-made thriller. The original from Writer/Director Bob Clark has been attributed at one of the original movies (along with Psycho and Texas Chain Saw Massacre) that initiated the ‘slasher genre”

A rambling sorority-house set has been built on the stage, to match a house in Vancouver where director Glen Morgan earlier filmed exteriors. The exterior shots required more than a score of truckloads of snow to be dumped in an upscale neighborhood in the notorious wet west coast.

 Castmates Michelle Trachtenberg, Lacey Chabert, Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Katie Cassidy and Crystal Lowe  -- run through the rooms and shriek as directed. 

During breaks, they log onto laptops in the sound stage darkness to keep abreast of L.A. e-mails. A maniac may be stalking the sorority, but careers must be tended to. 

The original Black Christmas, which got its scares from creepy atmosphere rather than gore, became a hit in Canada, was butchered and retitled in a botched U.S. release, but over the years became a word-of-mouth favorite. 

"Anytime I bring it up to people who ask me what I'm working on, everyone goes: 'Oh that movie scared me to death,'" says Chabert. 

"There's a real cult following, so I hope we'll do it justice." 

The movie also invented the young-women-in-peril template that continued through countless Friday the 13ths and Halloweens _ and the made-in Vancouver Final Destination series from director Morgan and his writing-producing partner James Wong. Seems there's no end of teenaged and 20-plus women who want to see themselves threatened onscreen. 

"I get very scared," Chabert says. "The first scary movie I saw was Scream, which Neve Campbell was in, and we were in Party of Five together. I was like maybe 13 or 14. . . . And knowing her and knowing that it's only a movie, and knowing even how it ended, I still was frightened. I had a hard time sleeping at night, when I could close my eyes and see that guy's face." 

But she understands what fans see in on-screen stalkers, as with the original Black Christmas. It starred a pre-Superman Margot Kidder, Olivia Hussey and Andrea Martin, who returns in the remake as the sorority den mother. 

Martin, famous for her role in the comedy cult favorite “Second City” kept the cast and crew in stitches with her “Edith Prickly” sense of humor, and brought a sense of professionalism to the young female cast.

"You could see yourself in characters and see your friends in characters, and realize that these girls are so clueless as to what's going on," says Chabert. "That's what made it even scarier _ they have no idea how vulnerable they are." 

If Chabert is a horror newbie, the rest of the cast have seen on-screen blood before. Cassidy was strangled in this year's horror remake When A Stranger Calls. Vancouver's Lowe was killed off by being roasted on a tanning bed in Morgan and Wong's current hit Final Destination 3. Winstead also stars in that movie. 

"Most of the women I know are horror fans," says Winstead. "We love to feel (what) they go through, the vulnerability and the fright, but also the woman who in the end can take over a killer _ you don't expect the small, frail little girls to be able to kick ass but they can." 

Trachtenberg spent several years with the TV ghouls of Buffy the Vampire Slayer, and did the family flick Ice Princess and several indie films after leaving that series three years ago. 

"I didn't want to go too deeply back into that scary, things-that-go-bump-in-the-night world," she says. "I finally felt that this script was really cool, and Glen let me have my choice of characters." 

Does Trachtenberg have a handle on what draws women like her to these movies? 

"I do like scary movies _ I'm so the person that ruins the experience for everyone, I'm screaming, I'm covering my eyes, I'm like 'What's happening, tell me?' We all like to be afraid." 

In a far corner of the sound stage, Bob Clark holds court with visiting media. During production Clark visited set for a week, sitting behind the camera, often with a big smile on his face, watching as Morgan set up his shots. During a quite moment, he commented, “When Glen and Jim first approached me to do the re-make it was the first time I felt the story would be in good hands. I know that these two will do justice to the original story. 

Clark added, “The remake will contain more backstory. Glen has done a sensational job of creating the script. I don’t want to give too much way, but pursuing what was implied in those phone calls..quite horrible things happened back then. I like where they had taken it, put an upfront story to our characters. It’s a totally believable scenario for our cast of ill-fated characters.” 

Watch for the leg: Much of the movie takes place in the sorority house living room. A rambling old residence, probably build for some successful banker in the 1920’s. A sharp eye will catch a set decoration piece made famous in the Christmas classic “A Christmas Story”, which starred Darrin McGavin, patriarch to a dysfunctional family, who finds a tacky floor lamp, built out of an old female mannequin leg. That same leg is prominently displayed in the living room or the sorority house. The same set piece was used in Clark and Wong’s ‘Destination 3”, and every film Production Designer Marc Freeborn has ever worked on. 

“We’re ready for your closeup” In an unusual casting move, Director Glen Morgan turned to his first camera assistant to portray the ultimate killer, Agnes. Friss is actually the first camera assistant on the production and had been hired by the production manager in that position.

Clark met Friss during camera tests and like his unusual look.  Friss now works on the TNT television series “Saved” and has an agent in LA and Vancouver. The acting bug bit.

. 
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