MARIA BELLO INTERVIEW
1) WHEN DID YOU DECIDE THAT THIS FILM WAS A PROJECT YOU WANTED TO WORK ON? 
MB
As soon as I read this script I was so incredibly moved I knew that I had to do it, I was just bawling at the end of it. And then I met Oliver with his huge heart and his passion for it and he hired me in the room and I was never so elated.

2) HOW WOULD YOU BRIEFLY DESCRIBE WHAT THE STORY OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER IS ABOUT? 
The story is about two Port Authority Police Officers, played by Nic Cage and Michael Pena, who are brave enough and courageous enough to go into the Towers after and to save people. And while they’re in there the Towers fall and they get stuck. And it’s about their hope and their survival.

3) WHAT ROLE DO YOU PLAY IN THE STORY? 
MB
I play Donna McLoughlin, Nick Cage’s wife, John McLoughlin’s wife, and their flashbacks to the family and what regular people were feeling that day and the process we went through from disbelief, to not understanding, to painful tragedy, to a sense of a new beginning, of a love between human beings.

4) HOW DID YOU GO ABOUT RESEARCHING YOUR ROLE FOR THE FILM? 
MB
Well, we spent a week or so with the McLoughlin family and I’ll never forget the first time we got to their house they had a big spread out. John made barbecued beef that he always makes and shrimp and I was just there doing the dishes and putting out the dirt, I felt like being with my family really. Donna reminds me so much of my mother I felt like this film I was playing my mum as well as Donna.

5) HOW DID YOU FIND WORKING WITH NICOLAS CAGE? 
MB
Incredible, one of the most inspired actors that I know, I was just in awe of his performance. I wasn’t there for any of the scenes in the hole and to see him and Michael not being able to move a muscle but just to have all that emotion right there on their face was just stunning. And then the few scenes I did with him we laughed and really had a great time doing them.

6) DID YOU BUILD A STRONG BOND WITH MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL – WHO YOU SHARE MOST OF YOUR SCREEN TIME WITH? 
MB
Yes, we had a very nice relationship. I think she’s a stunning actor as well and probably one of the best of her generation and she’s just an incredible person as well and I think she did great work in this movie.

7) IS THERE ONE SCENE THAT STANDS OUT ABOVE THE OTHERS FROM THE MOVIE? 
MB
So many of them it’s really hard to choose. I can say from my own scenes, I like the scene at the very end of the film where she meets that woman in the hospital and for the first time she breaks down because it’s someone she doesn’t know. And that’s a true story and Donna McLoughlin would like to say thank you to that woman. She doesn’t know who this woman is but the woman should know that she moved her like no one’s ever moved her.

8) WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE VIEWERS TAKE AWAY FROM THIS MOVIE? 
MB
I hope that audiences take away from this movie the hope and love and community that we felt that day as opposed to the tragedy.

9) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO PEOPLE WHO FEEL THAT THERE’S NOTHING NEW TO COME OUT OF THIS FILM AND THEY’VE SEEN ALL THEY NEED TO WITH REGARDS TO 9/11? 
MB
What’s different about this movie is that it’s a personal story, it’s a story about love and family and humanity and survival and I don’t think that we’ve seen that before.

