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SYNOPSIS
Short synopsis
Summer of 1962, Sevastopol. A new person appears at general Serov’s dacha. It’s sergeant Victor, general’s new driver. He is young, he is handsome, and very soon he wins favour of all the dwellers of general’s house. Young maid Lida even falls in love with him. There’s only one person who does not fall under Victor’s charm – general’s daughter, lame girl Vera.  

But after some time a strange feeling ties up Vera and Victor. Some will call it love – but not Lida, she’s absolutely sure that Victor is going to marry Vera in order to promote his career. And Lida makes everything to ruin their plans…

Love affairs are mixed with politics: some secret enemy is trying to crush Vera’s father… The fates of general, Victor, Vera and their newly born daughter will be just the “change” in the big game… 

Detailed synopsis
The USSR in the sixties… Kremlin guards sergeant Victor is young and good-looking, with a straightforward, pragmatic approach to life. He is ready for anything to realize his ambition of climbing to the top of the social scale.

So far fate has been on his side – a senior army general is hiring this military cadet with the privileged Kremlin guard corps as his personal chauffeur.

The general (Serov) is planning to marry him to his unfortunate daughter Vera. Vera is pregnant by another man. Not only that, she is lame. But Victor the new driver takes this on board.

He grew up in poverty, abandoned in an orphanage. Now Victor is ready for anything that will give him the chance to work his way into 'the upper echelons'. He is prepared to marry the disabled girl and agrees to inform on General Serov when asked.

The lovesick Vera fails to notice Victor's cold calculation. Their strange romance unfolds at the general's dacha in the Crimea, near Sebastopol. The warm sun of the Black Sea coast, the atmosphere of the sixties that pervades the music, fashion and cars shown in the movie, plus the everyday life and amusements of the characters run parallel to a secret power struggle between the army and the KGB.

Against the backdrop of this conflict the fate of the chauffeur and the lives of the general, his daughter and her newborn baby are like small change. It all leads to a tragic ending. The general dies, Vera too, after inadvertently witnessing her father's assassination…

In the finale Victor is at the threshold of immediate promotion to a career in the military, but he unexpectedly sacrifices everything and takes a terrible risk in order to save another man's child, assuming full responsibility for his own future.

“A DRIVER FOR VERA”  -
DIRECTOR AND ACTORS ABOUT THE FILM
PAVEL CHUKHRAI
…Our film is a melodrama with a distinct love triangle. 

…Honestly, I can’t clearly remember when exactly I first had the idea of the screenplay. But the conception itself took shape under the influence of my various impressions. When I was young, I time and again came across “lucky” people, like Victor. Those, who became accomplished thanks to their wive’s parents. Though I was too young to understand them, it was interesting to watch them. I was eager to know, what are the people that exploit love, make a career using other person’s feelings. I remember being appalled at the time, but as years went by I got to understand that my attitude towards such people was not quite right. Life is much more complicated…

…Victor does not really love Vera. It is more like kindred spirits, like two lonely people getting close. His passion and desire are for the second heroine, Lida, who interests him as a woman.
BOGDAN STUPKA
The 60s are a special époque, with its own special rules. The époque itself required from a person to be tough, even cruel sometimes, no matter if inside you were different. Even now having power influences people. They begin to feel superior, become tougher. But all the world's a stage, and all the men and women merely players, including generals. Look at it – that unfaltering gaze, toughness. But at heart he is tender, especially when a daughter’s fate is concerned.

…The Serov’s role is mainly psychological. And when I got prepared for the role, I of course tried to understand Serov, feel his pain. And it seems to me that his grumpiness, his toughness are no more than a mask. He is quite different with his daughter. He is simple, ordinary, absolutely normal, he is touched by her pain. And he wants badly to help his daughter, to save her…
IGOR PETRENKO

“A driver for Vera” is an unconceivable tangle of circumstances and human fates. People find themselves in such a situation when they have to decide for themselves what is essential for them.
For instance, my character – Victor. To me he seems to be quite a good guy originally. But the life itself places him under such conditions that he can not decide for himself. His childhood wasn’t easy – his mother died early, his beloved little sister died in an orphanage. When he joins the army, he thinks that that is his rescue. But he gets more and more entangled, involved, lost, and eventually he doesn’t understand anymore what’s going on. And when he starts to reflect on it, he gets a cuff: just do it, don’t think!

Victor is a little man, he can’t influence anything, there’s no one to stand by him. If a driver disappears, who’s going to look for him? And he tries to survive as best as he can. To my mind, Victor and Vera just become hostages of the circumstances. You see, he didn’t feel much towards Vera in the beginning. Yes, he liked her, pitied her, but nothing more. And only by the end of the film, Vera becomes a really close, dear person to him. And only in the end there appears a choice for him to make – either delusive happiness and complete loss of his own personality, or…
ALENA BABENKO
…I think, the cause of Vera’s loneliness is first of all fear. Fear that originates from her limp, from her motherless childhood. Vera is like a wolf cub, she dreads being happy, she doesn’t believe happiness is possible for her. And all of a sudden there is a man near her she can confide in, she loves. But it seems to me there is no love triangle as such. Vera can’t be jealous of Lida, they are from different “planets” – a maid and a general’s daughter.

In my opinion, “A Driver for Vera” is a film about people who got caught in the circumstances. And as I take it, the main message of the film is that one should remain a man under any circumstances, whatever the cost…

THE MAKING OF THE FILM
The screenplay was written by Pavel Chukhrai in 2000, it took him 2,5 months. The realization of the project started in 2001.

The shooting period lasted from 22 April 2002 to 20 October 2003 (additional shooting included). The crew worked in the city of Sevastopol and its outskirts:  Alsu and Kacha settlements; last days of the shooting took place in Moscow, in the headqurters of the Moscow military district and at Spasskie vorota of the Kremlin.

The picture’s budget is 3,3 mln dollars.

ABOUT THE FILM CREATORS
PAVEL CHUKHRAI
Was born on 14 October 1946 in Bykovo settlement (Moscow region). In 1969 graduated from photography department of VGIK (All-Union State Institute of Cinematography) (class of B. Volchek). Was the director of photography for the movie “A Five-wall House” (1971) and many others. In 1974 Pavel Chukhrai got an external degree in film directing also in VGIK (class of I. Talankin) making debut as a film director with a picture “Look Back Sometimes”. His debut as a script writer was the picture “Who will pay for Fortune” which appeared in 1980.
The director’s most renowned film is “The Thief”, which acquired three awards at the Venice Film Festival (1997), 5 “Nika” awards (1998), one Academy nomination (1998). Before he started working on “A Driver for Vera”, Pavel Chukhrai made a documentary "Children from the Abyss" for the international project about Holocaust under the auspices of Steven Spielberg.
Selected Filmography

1962: “Hello, Children!” (actor)

1971: “A Five-Wall House” (DoP)
1974: “Vol’nomu Volya” (writer and director)
1977: “RememberSometimes” (director)
1980: “People In the Ocean”  (writer together with E. Volodarsky; director)

1980: “Who will pay for Fortune” (writer)

1983: “A Canary Cage” (writer together with A. Sergeyev; director) 
1986: “Zina-Zinulya” (director)
1987: “That’s How You’ll Remember Me ” (director)
1988: “It Happened Last Summer” (writer and director)
1992: “The Key” (writer)
1997: “The Thief” (writer and director)
1998: “Classic” (writer together with G. Shengelia an E. Karavayeshnikova)
2000: "Children from the Abyss" (writer and director)

2004: A Driver for Vera 
IGOR TOLSTUNOV
Igor Tolstunov was born on 30 January 1957. In 1978 he graduated from the economic department of the All-Union State Institute of Cinematography – VGIK; started his career as Deputy Director, Director of the film crew on the Gorky Film Studio (“Peter’s Early Days”, “In the Beginning of the Glorious Deeds” films, "TASS Is Authorized To Declare", "Peter The Great"). In 1990-1995 he is the Executive Director of "TTL-Films". Since 1995 owns and heads "PROFIT" (Igor Tolstunov Production Company) independent production film company. Since 1995 till present is the General Director of "NTV-PROFIT" Film Company. Since 2002 is the Deputy Director for in-house production of the CTC TV Channel. Since 2000 heads the “Film and TV Producing and Management” department at Higher Courses for Script Writers and Film Directors (Moscow).

Membership in Professional and Public Organizations: European Film Academy (Felix), Russian National Film Academy (Nika), Russian Academy of Television (“ТЭФИ”), Managing Board of the Russian Union of Filmmakers, Managing Board of the Russian Producer’s Guild, Presidential Board of the Russian Open Film Festival "Kinotavr" 

Filmography

Full-Length Feature Films
1991:"Love" (directed by Valery Todorovsky)

1991:"Kiks" ("Cracked" directed by Sergei Livnev)

1993:"Idiot Dreams" (directed by Vassily Pitchul)

1994: "Katya Izmailova" ("The Moscow Nights", directed by Valery Todorovsky)
1997:"Three Stories" (directed by Kira Muratova )

1997:"The Thief" (directed by Pavel Chukhrai) 
1997:"Sympathy Seeker" (directed by Vladimir Mashkov)

1998:  
“The Circus Is Burnt, the Clowns Are Gone” (directed by Vladimir Bortko)

1998: "Two Moons, Three Suns" (directed by Roman Balayan) 
1998: "I Want To Go To Prison" (directed by Alla Surikova) 
1999: "Easy to Die" (directed by Alexander Khvan)

1999:"Mama" (directed by Denis Yevstigneev) 
1999: “The Voroshilov Shooter” (directed by Stanislav Govorukhin)

1999:"East-West" (directed by Regis Wargnier) 

1999: “Admirer”(directed by Nikolai Lebedev)

1999: “The Recluse” (directed by Yegor Konchalovsky)


2000:"Luna Papa" (directed by Bakhtiyer Khudoinazarov) 

2000:"The Captain's Daughter" ("Russkiy Bunt") (directed by Alexander Proshkin) 

2000:”24 Hours” (directed by Alexander Atanesyan)

2000: "One Shouldn't Offend Women" (directed by Valery Akhadov)

2000:”Give Me the Moonlight” (directed by Dmitry Astrakhan)

2001:”Come To Look At Me” (directed by Mikhail Agranovitch and Oleg Yankovsky)
2001:”Let’s Make Love” (directed by Denis Yevstigneev) 
2002:”Summer Rain” (directed by Alexander Atanesyan)

2002:”The Little Lord’s Joys and Sorrows” (directed by Ivan Popov)

2004:”A Driver For Vera” 
2004:”Papa” (directed by Vladimir Mashkov)
Films In Production
“Soldier’s Decameron” (directed by Andrei Proshkin)

“Peter FM” (directed by Oksana Bychkova)

“Lieutenant, Victory and Spring” (directed by Ilya Rubinstein)

TV Films and Series

2000: “Bourgeois’ Birthday” 15 episodes (directed by Anatoly Mateshko)

2001: “Bourgeois’ Birthday – 2” 15 episodes (directed by Anatoly Mateshko)

2001: “Keys From the Death” 8 episodes (directed by Vsevolod Plotkin)

2003: “Private Sleuth Dasha Vassilyeva” 15 episodes (“Detective Stories by Darja Dontsova on TV Screen” project); (directed by Anatoly Mateshko)

2003: “Evlampiya Romanova. Amateur Investigates”15 episodes ((“Detective Stories by Darja Dontsova on TV Screen” project); (directed by Vladimir Morozov)

2004: “Companions of the Sea-star” 10 episodes (directed by Eugeny Zvezdakov)

2005: “He Who Increases Sorrow” 15 episodes (directed by Oleg Fesenko)

In production: “The Gromovs” 36 episodes (directed by Alexander Baranov, Bakhyt Kilibayev)

Documentaries

1991: "Long Way From Friuly" (directed by Alexander Mariamov) 

1991: "Little Israel" (directed by Svetlana Rezvushkina) 

1991:"And All the Love..." (directed by Ekaterina Pravdina)

1997:"The Master's House" (directed by Marianna Kireyeva and Alexander Iskin)

ALEXANDER RODNYANSKY
Was born on 2 July 1961 in Kiev. Graduated from directors’ department of Kiev Institute for Dramatic Arts named after I. K. Karpenko-Kary. In 1983 – 1990 worked on “Kievnauchfilm” Film studio. In 1990 – 1994 – producer and director at “Innova” Film Company (Germany), director at “Kontakt” film studio (Ukraine). Since 1995 – founder, Director General and producer of the biggest independent Ukranian TV channel “1+1”. Since 1997 – President of the Ukrainian Academy of Television. Since May 2002 – Director General of “CTC” TV channel. Since September 2004 – President of “CTC Media” corporation.

Secretary of the Managing Board  of the Ukrainian Union of Fimmakers. Member of the Russian National Film Academy (Nika). Associated member of the International Council of the National Television Academy (USA) – Emmy.
Filmography
1988: “Tired Cities”, Awards: –  State Prize of Ukraine in 1988, Grand Prix of the International Film Festival in Ostrava (Czech Republic); Grand Prix of the International “Youth” Film Festival, “Nika” nominee.
1989: “Who of Us is Shaya?”
1990: “Raoul Wallenberg’s Mission”, Awards: “Nika” Award; “Felix” nominee for best European documentary of the year, Grand-prix at the International Film Festival in Valence (Spain)
1990: “A Meeting with the Father”, Awards: “Nika” Award; Award for direction at the All-Union Film Festival in Voronezh
1992: “Goodbye USSR. Film I”, Awards: Grand Prix for the best documentary at the German Film Festival in Duisburg (Germany); Silver Kinotavr” at the International Film Festival in St. Petersburg; Jury\s Special Award at the International Film Festival in Nyon (Switzerland))

1993: “The March of the Living”, Awards: “Golden Kinotavr” at the International Film Festival in St. Petersburg; Special Award of the 5th Open Festival in Ekaterinburg
1994: “Double Agent”
1994: “Goodbye USSR. Film II”, Awards: “Nika” Award; “Silver Dove” at the 37th International Film Festival in Leipzig (Germany); Grand Prix at the International Film Festival in Strasbourg (France);Jury’s Award and FIPRESSI Award at the International Film Festival in Jamagata (Japan)
Producer’s Filmography
Motion Pictures
1994: “Gagarin, I loved you” (directed by Valentina Rudenko)

1994: “Josephine the Singer and the Mouse People” (directed by Sergei Masloboischikov) Awards: Grand Prix of the International Film Festival in Cairo (Egypt); Grand Prix of the International “Youth” Film Festival in Kiev (Ukraine); Grand Prix of the International Film Festival in Gatchina
1995: “First Love” (directed by Roman Balayan) 
1996: “ A Chef in Love ” (directed by Nana Djordjadze); Awards: International FIPRESSI Award and Jury’s Special Award at the International Film Festival in Karlovy Vary (Czech Republic); Academy Award nominee as "Best Foreign Language Film" 

1998: "Two Moons, Three Suns" (co-producer, directed by Roman Balayan) 
1999: "East-West" (co-producer, directed by Regis Wargnier); Awards: Academy Award nominee as "Best Foreign Language Film" 
2004: “A Driver for Vera” 
TV Series
2000: “Bourgeois’ Birthday” 15 episodes (co-producer, directed by Anatoly Mateshko). Awards: III Eurasian Teleforum Award for “Best Feature Film, Series”
2001: “Bourgeois’ Birthday – 2” 15 episodes (co-producer, directed by Anatoly Mateshko)

2002: “Critical Condition” 5 episodes (producer, directed by Anatoly Mateshko)

2003-2004: “Poor Nastya” (co-producer)
2004: “Companions of the Sea-star” (producer, directed by Eugeny Zvezdakov); producer of the projects “Detective Stories by Darja Dontsova on TV Screen” and “Poor Nastya” (Russian Academy of Television Award (“ТЭФИ”)  the “Best TV Producer”).

IGOR KLEBANOV
Born in Moscow on 27 November 1946. In 1968 graduated from photography department of VGIK. Started his career as an apprentice on the Gorky Film Studio.  Later worked as photographer, cameraman’s assistant and second cameraman till in 1973 took part in making of “Sea Cadet of Northern Fleet” picture as the director of photography. In all, Igor Klebanov worked in about 40 films.
Since 1977 Igor Klebanov teaches at the photography department of VGIK (as professor and head of studio) and at Higher Courses for Script Writers and Film Directors.
Selected filmography

1967: “As for Me, I’m Going Home” (graduation work, directed by N. Mikhalkov)

1973: “Sea Cadet of Northern Fleet” (directed by V. Rogovoy) 

1977: “The Grasshopper”(directed by B. Grigoriev)

1980: “Petrovka, 38”( directed by B. Grigoriev)

1980:  “Ogaryova, 6”(directed by B. Grigoriev)

1981: “Hands up!”(directed by V. Grammatikov)

1984: “TASS Is Authorized To Declare”(directed by V.Fokin)

1990: “There is no Fool…” (“Bes v rebro”)  (directed by B. Grigoriev)

1996: “ Nauchnaya Sektsiya Pilotov ”( directed by A. E.)

1997: “Mytar” (directed by O. Fomin)

2001: “The Savage” (“Dikarka”) (directed by Yu. Pavlov)

2002: “Let's Make Love” (directed by Denis Yevstigneyev) 

2002: “Metamorphosis” (directed by V.Fokin)

2004: “A Driver for Vera”
BOGDAN STUPKA
Was born in Kulikovo village in Lvov region on 27 August 1941. In 1961 graduated from a drama studio at the theatre named after M. Zankovetskaya, in 1984 –history of stage department of Kiev Institute for Dramatic Arts named after I. K. Karpenko-Kary. Since 1961 – actor in Lvov Ukranian drama theatre named after M. Zankovetskaya, since 1978 – works in Ivan Franko State Theater in Kiev. Since 2000 - Ukrainian Minister of Culture. Laureate of URSS state prize for his work in the theatre (1980),  National artist of the URSS (1991).
Selected filmography

1971: “The White Bird Marked with Black” (directed by Yu. Ilyenko) 

1977: “Soldiers of Freedom”( directed by Yu. Ozerov)

1979: “Forget the Word Death” (directed by S. Gasparov)

1984: “Volod’ka’s Life”( directed by A. Bukovsky)

1987: “Prince Daniil Galitsky” (directed by Ya. Lupij)

1998: “With Fire and Sword”( directed by E. Gofman)

1999: “East - West”( directed by R. Wargnier)

1999: “The Road to Paradise “(directed by V. Moskalenko)

1999: “A China Set” (Kitajskij Serviz) (directed by V. Moskalenko)

2001: “Salomee”( directed by L. Pchyolkin)

2002: “Mazepa” (directed by Yu. Ilyenko)

2002: “Chernaja Rada”( directed by N. Zaseyev)

2004: “A Driver for Vera”

2004:  “Us” (directed by Dmitry Meskhiyev)

IGOR PETRENKO

Was born in Potsdam (Germany) on 23 August 1977. In 1996 entered the actor’s department of Schukin College for Dramatic Arts. In 2000 he successfully graduated and was immediately employed by the Malyj Theatre where he worked for about two years. One of his stage roles was that of Piotr in Ostrovsky’s “Forest” (“Les”). His most remarkable appearances, however, are on screen.
Filmography 
2001: “Conditioned Reflex” (directed by I. Islamgulov)

2001: “Moscow Windows” (directed by A. Aravin)

2001: “The Black Room: Cleopatra”( directed by A. Khvan)

2002: “The Star”( directed by N. Lebedev) 
2002: “The Best City in the World”( directed by A. Aravin) 
2003: “Karmen” (directed by A. Khvan)

2003: “Companions of the Sea-star” (directed by Eugeny Zvezdakov)
2004: “A Driver for Vera”
2005:  «Cadets» (directed by Andrei Kavun)

ALYONA BABENKO
Was born in Kemerovo on 31 March 1972. After school, in 1988, entered the department of applied mathematics and cybernetics of TGU (Tomsk State University). While at the university, got fascinated  by the theatre. Performed in the Theatre of mini-acts “Estuts” (Эстутс). Entered VGIK, graduated in 2000.

Filmography

1997: “The Yellow Field of Autumn” (directed by A. German)

1998: “Hard Work of the Old Moiras” (directed by P. Buslov)

1999: “How I spent the summer” (graduation work of director N. Pogonicheva)

2000: “Kamenskaya” (directed by Yu. Moroz)

2001: “Mamuka” (directed by Evgeny Ginzburg)

2001: “Nuts” (“Sdvinutyy”) ( directed by Alexander Basov)

2001: “The Silver Wedding” ( directed by Natalia Rodionova)

2002: “Kopeyka” ( directed by Ivan Dykhovichny) 

2003: “The Road of Love” (directed by Konstantin Khudiakov)

2003: “Thank you” (directed by Dmitry Tomashpolsky)

2003: “Give me Life” (directed by Vladimir Krasnopolsky, Valery Uskov)

2004: “A Driver for Vera”
2005:  “On Verkhnyaya Maslovka” (directed by Konstantin Khudiakov)  

