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It all started when HRH Prince Ali Bin Al Hussein introduced me to 26 girls
trying to accomplish one goal: win the world cup. For the first time in the
region, an Arab country hosted the World Cup. Jordan being the host
automatically qualified the teenage team to play against world-class squads,
and that's where | saw a chance | couldn’t miss.

Filmed in 2016, "17" is a documentary that follows Jordan's under-17

women's team during the most crucial months leading up to the World Cup,
featuring cameos by Olympian Gold Medalist Ahmad Abu Ghosh and former
Barcelona player Xavi Hernandez, tension was high as every player had her

eyes on the prize, and capturing this on film was hectic and intense. d I re Cto r, S

statement

The film focuses on the girls' journey in a society that perceives football as a
male sport,and the support they lack socially and
culturally.

The film has been shot in quite a feminine, raw, empowering way, using the
impeccable ARRI Alexa and Amira models. No lighting was used during the
filming of “17” whatsoever, which helped me capture some real moments.

As a Jordanian film, "17" has proudly worked with an all-Jordanian crew, it is

the product of local blood, sweat, and tears... It simply could not get more
inspiring.

...................................................................................... Widad Shafakoj
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| started on this film alongside director Widad Shafakoj in its
earliest days, back when it was only a notion, an idea. What
began as a straightforward project, developed into a fully-
fledged epic of its own; young women defying social norms,
going against all odds when those in charge of the team were
too busy with office politics. “17” is a social exploration about
dreamers, youngsters, athletic achievement, and these young
women are at the very heart of it.

)
producer’s
So how do you interest the public in 17? Well, you start with

statement the basics: are they interesting characters? Yes. Do you care
about them as human beings? Yes. Is there something unique

and special about what they’ve done? Yes. Do you care if
they succeed or not? Yes. While this could be a football film
to some, it goes beyond that to tell you a story about a few
young ladies, each representative of a certain segment of
Jordanian society. It shows us the challenges they face on a
regular basis — from safety on the field, to education, to
transportation, to team spirit... They are indeed remarkable.
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Rand Bustanje
First World Cup match
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on and team manager Soleen Zoubi
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Anoud Ghazi
Amman Jordan
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Yasmeen Zabian,

.
Jordan - Manchester United match
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