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1) YOU’VE HAD TO DEFEND YOUR REASONING IN YOUR PREVIOUS FILMS. WERE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT HAVING TO EXPLAIN YOURSELF WHEN MAKING THIS FILM? 
OS
I decided on this film not to defend it because the film speaks for itself and I find myself in life, too defensive. I’ve always had to fight for the films, they’ve been controversial and often complicated and you have to, I always felt like I had to explain things that were not, they were missed. So that was the nature of those years. But this film was a relief and the people who are centre stage are the firemen and they’re alive and the Port Authority, the police, the wives, they’re alive and that’s the best survivors you can present to the public, better than any.

2) WOULD YOU SAY THAT THE FILM IS ABOUT MORE THAN JUST THE EVENTS OF 9/11? 
OS
It is and it isn’t, it’s about heroism and it’s about survival and what makes people survive, what is that metaphysical, that spiritual thing that makes the body go beyond its capacity to survive. Is it family, is it spirit, visions, is it the connectiveness of the two men, is it the ability of human beings to talk? I mean these are questions that come up in the nature of the film. At the same time it could be a story of people in Turkey in eruptions, in an earthquake or a monsoon in South East Asia, a tsunami, whatever, it’s people in crisis who connect, survive, and then pull themselves out. Very simple story, modest but true, too true in the cliché beyond cliché and this is what we tried to do, not make it the typical rescue story but go beyond the clichés. Try to find out why people really love each other, what is it that pulls a family together, it’s not just because you’re married and have a ring, these questions come up. At the same time it’s about America too under attack in its own way because America was never, came together not as a series of tribes, religious tribes or frankly, ethnic tribes, it was all different ethnics that came. It was Indians, African Americans, English, South Americans, it’s a huge, Chinese, a huge mix. America’s an idea, that’s all it is, it’s an idea forged in a constitution and that idea was under attack here. And the interesting thing of the movie if you really look at it it’s got practically every ethnic group gets into this movie. And families are, there is no American religion, no American culture, no American ethnic group, there is only an idea of America. And I think those two guys and their families kind of, in some basic way, represent that.

3) THE MARINE’S STORY SEEMED SLIGHTLY UNBELEIVABLE. DID YOU FOCUS SIMPLY ON THE TRUE ACCOUNTS, OR USE CREATIVE LISENCE?  
OS
That’s what’s hard for people sometimes to understand, there’s no, nothing’s made up in this movie and we had to put a card at the front saying this is based on the accounts of the surviving participants because they’re, everything happened and it’s true. The marine was extraordinary, he was an accountant in Connecticut, he heard about it, he put on his old uniform, he got his hair cut, marine buzz, he went down to New York from Connecticut, he slipped by the barricades illicitly, went into the World Trade Centre at night when it was most dangerous and they were pulling back. And by, with another marine, he found Will Jimeno at 8 o’clock at night. It’s an extraordinary story. And then he re-enlisted after that in the Marines to go to Iraq a second time. Now that’s a special kind of man, he goes to church early in the film to regulate this with his pastor, he’s a born again Christian and it’s a very strong element of American society so it is what it is, you know, and it motivated him. As extreme as he may seem to some people he’s also, he may be a hero to others. He’s a man who did what he did and certainly John and we wouldn’t even be here sitting and talking about it if it hadn’t been for him, ‘cos John and Will were saved by him.

4) DID YOU HAVE ANY RESERVATIONS WITH HAVING BIBLICAL REFERENCES IN THE FILM? 
OS
I think born again Christians such as Dave see the world in Apocalyptic terms and they see this battle that’s going on now as a conflict of civilisations, as a major biblical revelation, yes. Obviously that’s his point of view, I’m the filmmaker, I’m simply stating what they feel, what Will and John feel is different politics perhaps than I, but it doesn’t matter. We’re united on another level, we’re united as human beings.

5) WHAT WAS THE REACTION OF WILL JIMENO AND JOHN MCLOUGHLIN WHEN THEY SAW THE FILM FOR THE FIRST TIME? 
OS
It was a beautiful moment, John, Will, Donna and Allison and only the four of them sat in a theatre by themselves, we came in afterwards and had dinner with them and there was a wonderful moment for me personally because they liked the film so much. And Donna was perhaps the most nervous and they really loved it. They had minor quibbles which I dealt with in the film but really nothing, they got it, they understood the nature of drama, because drama takes real life raw material and it twists it in a way sometimes that people don’t understand who live it, but Donna, they were all happy.

6) WERE THERE MANY TEARS AT THE END OF THE FILM? 
OS
They said they did, yeah. People cry when they see the movie, they cry several times, there’s no one moment, yeah, there are a few moments that, you know, I like, I do like movies, five handkerchief movies personally, you know, there’s nothing wrong with it. As long as you come out feeling cleansed, not dirty and that you feel that you’ve learned something and it’s raised your consciousness and maybe healed you in some way that’s a good thing.

7) WAS IT DIFFICULT HEARING THE REACTION OF DOMINICK PEZZULO’S WIDOW? 
OS
There’s some people that will always react, there’s always people who don’t want a film to be made, who always, who will complain about it. And they have a right to do that, she was certainly very loud and heard by everybody. But the fact is that her husband was extremely heroic, he was a public servant and he acted in a public forum, his actions were seen by Will Jimeno and they were documented. Will wanted to document his heroism and the scene is shot verbatim practically, of the lines that Will says Dominick said. As such he’s a real hero and it shouldn’t be forgotten and I hope one day his children are old enough, mature enough, to go and see the movie and understand what their father did. It breaks my heart that one of the lines that he did talk about when he was dying was his children and what they meant to him and his family and his wife, according to Will. And those lines were cut at the request of the widow.

8) WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR APPROACH TO FILMMAKING VERY HANDS ON? 
OS
I try to get down and dirty for every film because I start to live for the role of the actors and I get very subjective because I want to be there for them. And it makes it easier for me too, for the crew, everything, to get into the movie if you resist it from the outside. I was in, the actors worked in the dust in the toxic, it was non-toxic smoke but it really got on our nerves after about 60 days, 30 days actually in the hole and I got sick after the film, thank God, but not during. But it was one of the rougher shoots I’ve done.

9) WOULD YOU SEE THE FILM AS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF HUMAN NATURE?
OS
It’s, 20 people survived, almost 3 000 died, it’s a sad testament to, those people won’t be able to talk but those 20 give us an example and these two, particularly these Port Authority policemen and their behaviour afterward, they were at the very centre of the collapse between the two buildings. They, it’s symbolic to me and they of course survived only because they were lucky enough to get to an elevator shaft which John McGloughlin spotted. They came out of that thing and they’re a living testimony. And I once said about my own involvement in Vietnam is, those who survive have a responsibility to the dead to remember, first of all, second of all, to make clear to new generations what they did and what it meant. And in remembering the suffering, the death, find some form of, some meaning to me. But it’s a tough, tough game. 911 is of course is a very divisive, became a very divisive political issue on September 12th…

