MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL AND ALLISON JIMENO INTERVIEW

1) WHAT WERE YOUR FEELINGS ON THE FILM AFTER YOU READ THE SCRIPT? 
MG
Some scripts are entities within themselves, you know, really kind of can exist on their own. It doesn’t necessarily mean they’ll make the better movie but in this case this script was really a full thing on it’s own, and yeah, it did, it moved me a lot. I wept a couple of times when I read it.

2) WERE YOU THEN DETERMINED TO HAVE A PART IN THE FILM? 
MG
Yes, well, you know, I felt a kind of… sometimes when I read a script where I think about playing a character I get a kind of magnetic draw to it which is hard to explain. It’s difficult to understand why it happens when it does but in this case it did, I just felt immediately drawn to it. I felt curious about it and like it was something that I thought I should explore. And that’s pretty unusual, you know, and when that happens to me it usually means I should pursue it.

3) ALISON. WHAT DID YOU FEEL WHEN YOU AND YOUR HUSBAND FIRST SAW THE FILM? 
A
It was difficult but in the end we were both really happy with how the film came out and we think a lot of people will be pleasantly surprised. And I mentioned before that what I, what’s in the film, I was surprised to realise that that was actually what I had envisioned the whole time, I mean that, to me that’s how accurate it was. I think Will spent a lot of time with Oliver explaining details and I just feel that it was interesting on how well he was able to take those details and put it into the film and make it as accurate as possible.

4) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO SOME OPINIONS THAT YOU CAN’T WATCH THIS FILM AND NOT CRY? 
A
Oh, I don’t think so either. It is emotional, it’s, um, as difficult as it was to watch I was just very pleased at how I think people will be able to remember not only the bad things of 911 but remember all the good that came out of that day.

5) DID YOU HAVE ANY RESERVATIONS OF MAKING A FILM ABOUT 9/11?
MG
I think it was clear from the script that the intentions were good and that the intentions were honourable. And I was less concerned with how the movie might be received than with the feeling that I needed to explore what it was dealing with.

6) WHAT WERE YOUR FEELINGS OF MAKING THIS FILM AS A NEW YORKER? 
MG
Watching the movie and actually seeing my city that I live in, you know, seeing the Port Authority bus go down 9th Avenue and, oh, there’s 14th Street, oh, I live right there and, you know. And it really was New York, seeing Canal Street where it was barricaded and, you know, that’s Canal Street and that is what it looks like and that’s… I felt very proud to be from New York, you know. And some friends of mine have asked me, you know, whether or not it’s more difficult to watch it coming from New York, you know, is it going to easier for people in Kansas to see it than New York to see it. And I actually felt sort of honoured, you know, I felt like, proud to be a New Yorker watching it.

7) DO YOU THINK THAT THE HUMAN ELEMENT OF THE FILM GIVES IT A WIDE APPEAL TO AUDIENCES? 
MG
Well, I think it’s the world’s story also, I think that has a lot to do with Oliver. And I think it’s part of the reason why, I love Oliver’s movies, but part of the reason why he’s so particularly right to make this movie, ‘cos it ends up being a movie certainly about 911, but also about what a hero is and what courage and honour is, and, you know, like a mythic story.

A
I like also with Andrea the writer, how she was also able to incorporate into the script, it being a world story how you see footage of people from other countries and what they were feeling when they found out about the attacks. You know, so it did go into more than just America. I mean it did go worldwide and I think that’s an important message as well.

8) BEING PREGNANT AT THE TIME OF SUCH A TRAUMATIC EVENT, WAS THERE A LARGE AMOUNT OF CONCERN FOR THE BABY YOU WERE CARRYING? 
A
My family was concerned, probably my dad was, I know, both my parents but I think my dad was concerned that if I was to get some bad news about Will how I would handle it and how that obviously would affect the baby.

MG
Were you concerned?
A
 I was concerned, yeah, I was definitely concerned… I guess my own actions and to try to keep myself calm.

9) WERE YOU HAPPY WITH THE WAY OLIVER STONE PORTRAYS YOUR FAMILY? 
A
Will and I both have a small family, we both have one sibling and we’re glad that that is in the film, how the family came together. And, quite honestly, if it wasn’t for our immediate family I’m not sure how I would have gotten through that day without them.

10) WHAT DO YOU HOPE AUDIENCES TO TAKE HOME WITH THEM AFTER WATCHING THIS FILM? 
MG
Well, I guess, you know, I can’t recall something that I’ve seen that deals with 911 in the past five years that hasn’t had some kind of political agenda. And, you know, I went into watching the movie wondering if I was going to have to protect myself from being manipulated in some way. And so, and I just, I kind of couldn’t believe it when I left the theatre and I thought no, this doesn’t have an agenda other than honouring people who did something incredibly courageous and honourable. And I don’t know, that’s shocking to me these days and I guess I hope that people go and see it and see that.

11) WAS YOUR OPINION OF THE FILM CHANGED WHEN YOU KNEW THAT OLIVER STONE WAS DIRECTING? 
A
It wasn’t until that point when I realised how great this film could really be being that he is such a great story teller and that instantly I knew that this could be fabulous. And I was really glad to see that our main point was not just to make it look like about Will and John and what they did, not to discredit what they tried to do, but I was glad that they were able to show what it took to save Will and John and not just make it look like okay, they survived, here they came out. Because it didn’t happen that way, it took hundreds of people to help and they risked their lives not thinking they were going to come out. And I’m glad that that’s in the film because it was extremely important for us to honour them as well.

12) HOW WOULD YOU SUM UP OLIVER STONE AFTER HAVING WORKED WITH HIM? 
MG
The genius of Oliver Stone. I have never worked with anybody who I felt had such a handle on what they were doing. You know I felt like oh, oh you do that job, I’ll just do my job I guess, you know. I mean, you know, you’re observing me. You see me, okay, and I can relax about the rest of it and I can just be an actress. And then seeing the movie of course I also think, I don’t know, there’s something so powerful and strong about it and at the same time and mythic, right, mythic and huge and it’s about heroes and it’s about… I mean it’s about much more than just 911 and at the same time it’s so gentle, the movie, and it’s so honest. And that’s what I love about his movies, you know.

