ALPHA DOG by Nick Cassavetes

Alpha Dog is inspired by a true story.  A young drug dealer by the name of Johnny Truelove kidnaps Zack Mazursky, the fifteen-year-old brother of a man in debt to him. Within three days Zack is dead. Alpha Dog is their story.
Alpha Dog Synopsis

This is a dramatic and tragic story about the effects of a violent drug culture in the quiet suburbs of San Bernardino Valley. Intercut with interviews with the characters after the events, Alpha Dog is inspired by the true story of a few fateful days when the lives of some suburban kids were turned upside down forever.

JOHNNY TRUELOVE is a twenty-year-old drug dealer who deals from the safety of his own home with his crew – FRANKIE BALLENBACHER, TIKO MARTINEZ and ‘PICK’ GIAIMO. Johnny is a ruthless character and has even turned his much-ridiculed friend ELVIS SCHMIDT into a house slave in order to pay off his debt. For all of Johnny’s outward toughness, a lot of it is an act, but it’s no act when it comes to one of Johnny’s associates, JAKE MAZURSKY.

Jake is one tough kid, and not one who suffers fools gladly. When a deal goes wrong he finds himself in debt to Johnny and things get heated between them culminating in Johnny pulling a gun on Jake. The situation quickly get out of control, and as a final act of desperation Johnny kidnaps ZACK MAZURSKY, Jake’s fifteen-year-old half brother.

Johnny leaves the young Zack under the hesitant but watchful eye of Frankie, but Zack seems to take all of this in his stride. He is just happy to be away from his over-protective mother and be able to hang out with the ‘big guys’ for once. 

Leaving his hostage with some friends, Frankie goes to meet Johnny the next day.  Having calmed down from the previous night, Johnny realizes he has made a mistake but doesn’t know how to get out of the situation. Scared of jail time he eventually decides, much to Frankie’s relief, that they will just ask Zack to keep his mouth shut and take him home the following day.

Meanwhile Zack’s parents are at their wit’s end. Jake immediately suspects Johnny, but when he manages to track him down, far from making him see reason, he is so enraged he can only shout threats and abuse at him.

Desperate, Johnny asks some influential friends of his father for advice but they tell him that the situation doesn’t look good and he panics. In the meantime, though still a hostage, Zack has a great time with his new friends at a party and even makes out with two of Frankie’s attractive girlfriends. 

As the party fades away Frankie waits for Johnny to pick up Zack, but is surprised when Elvis Schmidt turns up instead. Sent over by Johnny, it quickly becomes clear that Schmidt isn’t there to take Zack home, but to get rid of him, for good. Fired by the power and responsibility he has been given, Schmidt becomes merciless in his endeavour. 

SONNY, Johnny’s father, finally catches up with him and convinces him to return Zack, promising to help him solve the situation legitimately.  But they are too late. Schmidt and a reluctant Frankie have already done the deed. Zack is dead.

Soon after the body of Zack is found, one of the girls from the party sees his picture in the paper. Realising what has happened she heads straight to the police. It doesn’t take long for the police to follow the chain and round up all of Johnny’s accomplices. Johnny, on the other hand, with the help of his father, manages to elude the police and goes on the run. 

Elvis Schmidt and all of the accomplices have since been convicted. Johnny Truelove is awaiting trial.

